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From: Walensky, Rochelle (CDC/OD) 

Se nt: Tue, 29 Jun 2021 01:47:32 +0000 
To: Walke, Henry (CDC/DDID/NCEZID/DPEI) 

Cc: Berger, Sherri (CDC/OCOO/OD);Schuchat, Anne MD (CDC/OD);Honein, Margaret 

(Peggy) (CDC/DDID/NCEZID/DPEI) 
Subject : RE: Monday TODAY'$ NEWS 

Grateful... 
R 

-----Original Message-----
From: Walke, Hemy (CDC/DDID/NCEZID/DPEI) <hfw3@cdc.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 28, 2021 9:46PM 
To: Walensky, Rochelle (CDC/OD) <aux7@cdc.gov> 
Cc: Berger, Sherri (CDC/OCOO/OD) <sob8@cdc.gov>; Schucbat, Anne MD (CDC/OD) <acsl @cdc.gov>; Honein, 
Margaret (Peggy) (CDC/DDID/NCEZID/DPET) <mrh7@cdc.gov> 
Subject: FW: Monday TODA Y'S NEWS 

More info 

-----Original Message-----
From: Layden, Jennifer (CDC/DDPI-ISS/OS/OD) <qbg5@cdc.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 28,2021 9:29PM 
To: Fitter, David L. (CDC/DDPI-ISIS/CGH/GID) <vid3@cdc.gov>; Walke, Henry (CDC/DDID/NCEZID/DPEI) 
<hfw3@cdc.gov> 
Cc: Christie, Athalia (CDC/DDPI-ISIS/CGWOD) <akc9@cdc.gov> ; Honein, Margaret (Peggy) 
(CDC/DDID/NCEZID/DPEI) <mrh7@cdc.gov>; Daskalakis, Demetre (CDC/DDID/NCHHSTP/DHP) 
<yzq5@cdc.gov> 
Subject: RE: Monday TODA Y'S NEWS 

For awareness, further details. This case was reported through V AERS, and the investigation is proceeding. 

From safety team: 
CDC is not actively involved in this investigation (i.e., IDPB examining specimens). We have made contact with the 
state health department and the pathologist who did the autopsy and are in touch to maintain situational awareness. 
The initial report is in V AERS and we will receive the final autopsy report when it is complete. T can't speak to how 
the reporter got his/her information and came to his/her conclusions, but this is being investigated at the state level, 
as are all deaths. The autopsy was completed when we contacted the state health department and no request for CDC 
assistance has been made. 

-The patient was a male aged 13 years with no notable medical history. 
-He was found tmresponsive 2 days after vaccination. Aside from a fever, he was in his usual state of health prior to 
his demise. 
- An autopsy has been performed; the results and final report are pending. 
- CDC and the state health department are in communication about this case, which remains under investigation. 
- The pathologist indicated that there appeared to be bilateral ventricular enlargement and histology consistent with 
myocarditis, but those were preliminary findings. 

Jen Layden, MD, PhD 
Deputy Director, Office of Science 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Cell phone: 404-435-2237 
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-----Original Message-----
From: Fitter, David L. (CDC/DDPHSIS/CGH/GID) <vid3@cdc.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 28, 2021 10:43 AM 
To: Walke, Henry (CDC/DDJD/NCEZID/DPEI) <hfw3@cdc.gov>; Layden, Jennifer (CDC/DDPHSS/OS/OD) 
<qbg5@cdc.gov> 
Cc: Christie, Athalia (CDC/DDPHSIS/CGHIOD) <akc9@cdc.gov>; Honein, Margaret (Peggy) 
(CDC/DDID/NCEZID/DPEI) <rnrh7@cdc.gov>; Daskalakis, Demetre (CDC/DDID/NCHHSTP/DHP) 
<yzq5@cdc.gov> 
Subject: RE: Monday TODA Y'S NEWS 

Henry-

The case bad been reported to V AERS. CDC has spoken with ME, but we are following protocol for f/u re the case. 
Additionally, CDC remains in contact with MI and has offered to assist in the investigation. 

Best, 
David 
-----Original Message-----
From: Walke, Reilly (CDC/DDID/NCEZID/DPEI) <hfw3@cdc.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 28, 2021 10:02 AM 
To: Fitter, David L. (CDC/DDPHSIS/CGH/GID) <vid3@cdc.gov>; Layden, Jennifer (CDC/DDPHSS/OS/OD) 
<qbg5@cdc.gov> 
Cc: Christie, Athalia (CDC/DDPHSIS/CGH/OD) <akc9@cdc.gov>; Honein, Margaret (Peggy) 
(CDC/DDID/NCEZID/DPEI) <mrb7@cdc.gov> 
Subject: FW: Monday TODAY'S NEWS 

Any details on cdc engagement? 

-----Original Message-----
From: Walensky, Rochelle (CDC/OD) <aux7@cdc.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 28,2021 10:00 AM 
To: Walke, Henry (CDC/DDID/NCEZID/DPEI) <hfw3@cdc.gov>; Honein, Margaret (Peggy) 
(CDC/DDID/NCEZID/DPEI) <mrh7@cdc.gov> 
Subject: FW: Monday TODA Y'S NEWS 

Any details on this? 

CDC reportedly probing Michigan teen's death after COYID-19 vaccination 

By Shen Wu Tan- The Washington Times 

Federal health officials are investigating the case of a Michigan 
teenager who died days after he received a COYID-19 vaccine, Fox News 
reported Friday. 

The 13-year-old boy died three days after getting a second dose of a 
COVJD- I 9 vaccine, the Saginaw County Health Department told the news 
agency in a statement. The department learned of the teenager's death 
on June 17. 

"The investigation as to whether there is a correlation between his 
death and vaccination is now at the federal level with [the Centers for 
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Disease Control and Prevention," the health department said. 
"Meanwhile, the health department continues to encourage families to 
speak with their physicians to weigh their own risks and benefits of 
vaccination." 

Tt is unknown whether the teenage boy had previous health problems. The 
news report did not specify whether the teenager received the two-dose 
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine or the Modema vaccine. The death has 
been supposedly reported to the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System 
(V AERS), a national surveillance system. 

Neither the CDC nor the Saginaw County Health Department immediately 
responded to requests for comment. 

CDC officials say deaths following COVID-19 vaccinations have been 
rare. More than 318 million COVID-19 doses were administered in the 
U.S. fi·om Dec. 14 through June 21, and about 5,400 deaths, or 0.0017%, 
among those vaccinated were reported to V AERS during that time. 

"Reports of adverse events to V AERS following vaccination, including 
deaths, do not necessarily mean that a vaccine caused a health problem. 
A review of available clinical information, including death 
certificates, autopsy and medical records, has not established a causal 
link to COV ID-1 9 vaccines," the CDC says on its website. 

However, there could be a "plausible causal relationship" between the 
one-shot Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine and a rare, serious blood 
clotting condition, which has caused deaths. 

Health care providers are required by the Food and Drug Administration 
to report any death after a COVTD-19 vaccination to V AERS. 

-----Original Message-----
From: Mike Cooper <mcooper@panix.com> 
Sent: Monday, June 28, 2021 9:51 AM 
To: cdc@panix.com 
Subject: Monday TODA Y'S NEWS 

TODA Y'S NEWS 

MONDAY, JUNE 28, 2021 

CDC Director Rochelle Walensk:y On Coronavirus Variants And Vaccinations, National Public Radio 

Half of public health workers experiencing mental health strain: study; TheHill.com 

CDC says roughly 4, I 00 people have been hospitalized or died with Covid breakthrough infections after 
vaccination, CNBC.com 

U.S. FDA adds warning about rare heart inflammation to Pfizer, Modema COVlD vaccines; Reuters 

Vaccine-associated myocarditis tends to resolve quickly, Reuters 

CDC reportedly probing Michigan teen's death after COVID-19 vaccination, WashingtonTimes.om 
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Bipartisan senators ask CDC, TSA when they will update mask guidance for travelers; TheHill.com 

U.S. Senate Republicans press CDC to end mask mandate on airplanes, transit; Reuters 

Ted Cruz joins forces with other GOP lawmakers to call for an end to mask mandates for vaccinated travelers, ahead 
ofTndependence Day; BusinessTnsider.com 

Senate Republicans urge CDC to lift public transportation mask mandate, TheHill.com 

Ted Cruz Urges Joe Biden to 'Follow the Science' and End Travel Mask Requirement, Newsweek.com 

Georgia State Looks To Boost Vaccine Rate Among Refugees, AP Georgia 

U.S. average daily COVID-19 vaccination drops by over 50 pet: CDC; Xinhua 

U.S. reaches 323 million doses ofCOVID-19 vaccine administered -CDC, Reuters 

CDC reports 4,115 breakthrough COVID-19 cases involving hospitalizations or deaths, FoxNews.com 

Some fully vaccinated people may still get sick if exposed to variants, CDC warns; CNN.com 

Booster may be needed for J&J shot as Delta variant spreads, some experts already taking them; Reuters 

'Please get your second shot,' top health official urges as Delta variant remains a pressing threat; CNN.com 

States Hesitant To Adopt Digital Covid Vaccine Verification, Associated Press 

'A tough slog': White House struggles to increase vaccination rates as Delta variant surges; Politico.com 

Wisconsin's Johnson To Tout Claims Of Vaccine Side Effects, AP Wisconsin 

Cases of type 2 diabetes among children more than doubled during the corona virus pandemic, research finds; 
CNN.com 

1st Post-Pandemic Cruise Ship From US Sails Away, Associated Press 

How the first cruise of the Covid era got ready to safely set sail, CNN .com 

Virus-Origin Review Likely to Be Unclear, Wall Street Journal 

What We Know About the Origins ofCovid-19, WSJ.com 

The US is concealing its research on deadly viruses -- while criticizing China's secrecy over the Wuhan lab, 
Businessinsider.com 

Why US labs need to be investigated for COVID-19 origins, Global Times 

Celebrity Cruises to Be First to Resume Sailing From U.S., New York Times 

Harris Seeks Nuance On Migration Debate During Tour of Border, New York Times 

Harris views immigration problems up close, Los Angeles Times 

CDC director Robert Redfield 'prayed' Trump would understand how serious COVID-19 was after contracting it, a 
book excerpt says; Businesslnsider.com 
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How Trump's blunders fueled our coronavirus nightmare, Washington Post 

Hospitals Strain Under Surge in Mental-Health Cases, Wall Street Journal 

ACIP approves dengue vaccine for endemic areas, tweaks flu vaccine advice; CIDRAP News 

CDC Gives Maine $7M To Prep For Future Public Health Crises, AP Maine 

CDC: 'Don't kiss or snuggle the birds;' Salmonella outbreak linked to more than 400 infections; SILive.com 

Backyard poultry Salmonella outbreak grows to 474 cases, 1 death; CIDRAP News 

Avanti Frozen Foods recalls several shiimp products linked to salmonella outbreak, CNN.com 

Competing events make their marks on LGBTQ+ Pride Day in New York, Reuters 

HIV SOS: Action Sought For Spike In Cases In West Virginia; AP West Virginia 

ACLU In West Virginia Sues Over Needle Exchange Law, AP West Virginia 

Johnson & Johnson to Pay $230 Million as Part of Exit From Opioid Industry, New York Times 

Johnson & Johnson settles New York opioid suit in $230 million deal, CNN.com 

J&J to pay $263 min in New York opioid settlements, avoids trial; Reuters 

For Native Americans, clean water is rare; Los Angeles Times 

Correction, New York Times 

National Public Radio 
Friday, June 25, 2021 

CDC Director Rochelle Walensky On Coronavirus Variants And Vaccinations 

NPR's Audie Cornish checks in with Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky about vaccinations, variants 
and the current state of the pandemic. 

AUDIE CORNISH, HOST: 

Fifty thousand baseball fans showed up to see the Dodgers play the 
Phillies last week. The Foo Fighters drew a full-capacity crowd, all 
vaccinated, to New York's Madison Square Garden on Sunday. And 
tomorrow, the first major cruise ship will set sail from Fort 
Lauderdale. Even as the nation returns to life as it once was, 
thousands of people are still dying of COVlD every week. And in 
unvaccinated pockets of the country, the delta variant of the virus is 
takjng hold. So here to talk about the challenges that remain, Dr. 
Rochelle Walensky, director of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. Welcome back to ALL THINGS CONSIDERED. 

ROCHELLE WALENSKY: Thanks so much, Audie. Great to be here. 
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CORNISH: I want to talk about that delta variant. It's more contagious 
- potentially more dangerous strain of the corona virus. But more 
importantly, it makes up to 20% of cases nationwide at this point. And 
that's doubled in just a few weeks. So what's your concern as this is 
beginning to spread? 

WALENSKY: Yeah, that's exactly right. So we have been doing genomic 
surveillance now for a while and have a really good window as to the 
variants that arc circulating here in the United States. About a month 
ago, we were seeing the delta variant at about 2- to 3%. Two weeks ago, 
we were seeing it at about 9- to 10%. And this last... 

CORNISH: And this is assuming that we're- the testing is good enough 
that we know the true infection rate. I mean, do you think that's the 
case? 

WALENSKY: Ob, that's a really good point. We have scaled up our genomic 
sequencing in an extraordinary fashion just in the last six months. So 
I. do believe that we're sequencing enough to have quite a good window 
as to what's going on here in this country. And more recently, our­
we're seeing that tbe delta variant makes up about 20% of virus 
circulating and up to 30-, 40-, 50% in some regions of the United 
States. 

As you noted, the things that we worry about with this variant 
specifically is not only how quickly it is scaling up- and what we've 
seen in the U.K. is, you know, it really has taken over as the 
predominant variant, which I expect to happen - but it really is more 
transmissible. And early data actually suggest it may actually lead to 
more severe disease as well. 

CORNISH: So what's your concern when you look at, say, vaccination 
rates among people under the age of25? How do you convince those 
groups in particular that they're still vulnerable? 

WALENSKY: Well, you know, anybody is vulnerable to coronavirus. And so 
we really do need to make sure that we get vaccine to people who are 
unvaccinated. We do know that younger people have not had as long of an 
opportunity to be vaccinated as our older people who were eligible 
first. And what we really do need to do is figure out ways to talk to 
these young folks and ensure that they understand, not just about the 
severity of the disease, about the morbidity and mortality related to 
the disease, but about the implications of long COY 1D. 

You know, what we have seen and the data have shown us is that the 
young folks are not getting hospitalized or die at the same rate of 
older people. But young people shouldn't die at the same rate of older 
people. And we do have- we have seen, for example, just in the last 
month that there have been over 300 deaths among people ages 20 to - 12 
to 29. And that is- that shouldn't happen in that demographic, which 
is why we really want to get people vaccinated. 

CORNISH: I want to jump in here because it's not just about the 
vaccinated people. Studies in England - the unvaccinated, I mean. 
Because there arc studies in England that have shown one shot isn't 
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enough to give full protection against the delta variant. And there's 
some- I think I'm reading 27 million people in the U.S. who are still 
only half vaccinated; either still waiting for their second shot or who 
maybe decided one shot was enough. What's your message to them? 

WALENSKY: Right. So thank you for raising that. My message is to please 
get your second shot. So what we do know is you get some protection 
from the first shot. But really, that second shot gives you breadth and 
depth of vaccine coverage to really be able to tackle this delta 
variant and other variants as well. And as you note, data from the U.K. 
show that one shot is really not working as well to stave off, 
especially, the delta variant and you really do need that second shot. 
So we arc really encouraging people not only to get their first, but to 
get their second. And if you didn't, if you missed your second within 
the time window, get it whenever- get it now. But do get that second 
shot. 

CORN.ISH: Is it clear how helpful that is? When you look at a country 
like Israel, where the variant accounts for 90% of new cases there- in 
cases where people had been fuUy vaccinated with the Pfizer vaccine. I 
mean, they reimposed indoor mask requirements. Looking at our map, 
we've got states that aren't doing that now. So what are your concems? 

WALE SKY: So 1 do think we have more to learn about this delta variant, 
but here's what I'll say. It is the case that if you're vaccinated, we 
believe you actually have quite good protection against the delta 
variant. But nothing is foolproof. What we do know is that if you have 
been vaccinated, you are far less likely to have severe disease, to 
have- to result in death and also to be able to transmit to others. So 
yes, perhaps we're seeing breakthrough infections at a higher rate than 
we would like to see, but we're also seeing that if you've been 
vaccinated, you have less severe disease, less transmission and less 
death. 

CORNISH: President Bidcn has said the variant is unlikely to force the 
U.S. into another lockdown situation. Looking at a state like, say, 
Missouri that has low vaccination numbers and climbing cases, arc you 
guys going to be urging local leaders to put mask mandates back in 
place or social distancing requirements back in place? 

W ALENSK Y: Right. So that's a really great question. We are encouraging 
a ll local areas to look at their vaccination rates, to look at the case 
rates and to make their policies that - with those both in mind. Jt may 
very well... 

CORNISH: So if they've got no mask mandate or no social distancing and 
they're like, we've only got a few people in the hospital but a low 
vaccination rate, is that a recipe that you want? 

WALENSKY: Well, that would be- if you have low cases, then the answer 
there is to make sure you scale up your vaccination rates. If you also 
have high cases, then we might encourage states to take the mitigation 
strategies that we know work to decrease the number of cases and 
increase the vaccination rate. For the most part, CDC has said since 
its initial mask guidance for fully vaccinated people that if you arc 
not vaccinated, you should continue the standard mitigation strategies 
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- distancing, handwashing and masking - that we know work to protect 
people. 

CORNISH: In our final few seconds - even if you wanted to, do you think 
you could convince anyone to go back into lockdown? I mean, 
politically, it was tough. 

WALENSKY: Yeah. I think my job is to make sure that the public is safe. 
And so we have many strategies, many tools in our toolbox now to be 
able to do that. Vaccine is certainly one of them. And I think we have 
continued work ahead of us to get into these communities and to let 
people - give people the infonnation they need so that they know 
vaccine is the best protection for them. 

CORNISH: That's Dr. Rochelle Walensky, director of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. Thank you for your time. 

WALENSKY: Thanks so much. 

(SOUND BITE OF NATIONAL AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM, DIPLO, AND HRlSHlKESH 
H LR WAY'S SONG, "MOTION MMXX -- 1") 

TheHill.com 
Friday, June 25, 2021 

Half of public health workers experiencing mental health strain: study 

By Reid Wilson 

More than half of public health workers reported experiencing symptoms 
of mental health conditions, according to a new study, a toll that 
disproportionately falls on those who spent most of their time treating 
patients suffering from COVID- J 9. 

The study, to be published in the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention's (CDC) Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, found nearly 
a third of the 26,000 health care workers polled suffered from symptoms 
of depression in the last two weeks. Three in J 0 reported suffering 
from anxiety, and more than a third say they have experienced symptoms 
of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). 

Eight percent, or about one in twelve, told researchers they 
experienced suicidal ideation. 

All of the mental health conditions were more prevalent among public 
health workers under the age of29, among those who worked more than 60 
hours per week and among those who reported they were unable to take 
time off work. 

The symptoms were particularly pronounced among those who spent most of 
their time in COVID-19 wards. Among public health workers who spent 
three-quarters of their time responding to the pandemic, nearly half 
reported symptoms ofPTSD within the last two weeks alone and more than 
a third reported signs of depression and anxiety. 
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The CDC researchers said stress-inducing events like the coronavirus 
pandemic can undennine the public health workforce at exactly the time 
when they are most essential. 

"Increases in adverse mental health symptoms among workers have been 
linked to increased absenteeism, high turnover, lower productivity, and 
lower morale, which could influence the effectiveness of public health 
organizations during emergencies," the researchers v.rrote. 

The report found nearly three-quarters of all public health workers 
fe lt overwhelmed by work. One in 8 reported receiving job-related 
threats, in an echo of abuse hurled at health care workers early on in 
the pandemic. And almost a quarter said they had felt bullied, harassed 
or threatened because of their work. 

Public health care workers are more likely to have experienced 
traumatic events or stressors during the pandemic than are members of 
the general population. More than a quarter reported losing a loved 
one, and more than 10 percent reported they had been diagnosed with 
COV ID-19 themselves. 

The CDC researchers surveyed 26,174 public health workers from state, 
tribal, local and territorial health departments over a three-week 
period in late March and early April of2020, as the pandemic began. 

CNBC.com 
Friday, June 25, 2021 

CDC says roughly 4, I 00 people have been hospitalized or died with Covid 
breakthrough infections after vaccination 

Rich Mcndcz@richmendezcnbc 

More than 4, I 00 people have been hospitalized or died with Covid- 19 in 
the U.S. even though they've been fu lly vaccinated, according to new 
data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

So far, at least 750 fully vaccinated people have died after 
contracting Covid, but the CDC noted that 142 of those fatalities were 
asymptomatic or unrelated to Covid-19, according to data as of Monday 
that was released Friday. 

The CDC received 3,907 reports of people who have been hospitalized 
with breakthrough Covid infections, despite being fully vaccinated. Of 
those, more than 1,000 of those patients were asymptomatic or their 
hospitalizations weren't related to Covid- 19, the CDC said. 

"To be expected," Dr. Paul Offit, a top advisor to the Food and Drug 
Administration on children's vaccines told CNBC. "The vaccines aren't 
I 00% effective, even against severe disease. Very small percentage of 
the 600,000 deaths ." 

Breakthrough cases arc Covid-19 infections that bypass vaccine 
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protection. They are very rare and many are asymptomatic. The vaccines 
are highly effective but don't block every infection. Pfizer and 
Modema's phase three clinical studies found that their two-dose 
regimens were 95% and 94% effective at blocking Covid-19, respectively, 
while Johnson & Johnson's one-shot vaccine was found to be 66% 
effective in its studies. All three, however, have been found to be 
extremely effective in preventing people from getting severely sick 
from Covid. 

The CDC doesn't count every breakthrough case. It stopped counting all 
breakthrough cases May 1 and now only tallies those that lead to 
hospitalization or death, a move the agency was criticized for by 
health experts. 

Most Americans have received at least one shot of the two currently 
authorized mRNA vaccines. The U.S. has administered 178.3 million shots 
and fully vaccinated 46% of its population. 

"You are just as likely to be killed by a meteorite as die from Covid 
after a vaccine," Dr. Peter Chin-Hong, an infectious disease expert at 
the University of California San francisco, told CNBC. "In the big 
scheme of things, the vaccines are tremendously powerful." 

Efficacy rates decrease s lightly for variants like alpha and delta, 
with studies indicating 88% efficacy against the delta strain after two 
doses of the Pfizer vaccine. Tt was unclear if any of the reported 
breakthrough cases were caused by variants. 

In Israel and the United Kingdom, concerns about the delta variant arc 
rising after growing reports of breakthrough infections. 

Even with 80% of adults vaccinated, Chezy Levy, director-general of 
Israel's Health Ministry, said the delta variant is responsible for 70% 
of new in feet ions in the country. Levy also said that one-third of 
those new infections were in vaccinated individuals. 

In the U.K., Public Health England released a report that found 26 out 
of 73 deaths caused by the delta variant occurred in fully vaccinated 
people from June 8 to June 14. Most of the deaths occurred in 
unvaccinated individuals. 

"Determination of whether hospitalizations and deaths are more 
represented in immunocompromised patients and the type of vaccine 
received will be important for future guidance," Chin-Hong said. 

On June 7, the CDC received reports of3,459 breakthrough cases that 
led to hospitalization or death. On June 18, that number was updated to 
3,729, an increase of 270 cases. Today, the number stands at 4, 115. 

An overwhelming majority, 76%, of the hospitalizations and deaths from 
breakthrough cases occurred in people over the age of 65. 

"We do not have the years and years of data we have for vaccines 
against other airborne pathogens -- and therefore it is really 
essential that the CDC provides up to date reporting on breakthrough 
cases," David Edwards, aerosol scientist and Harvard University 
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professor, told CNBC. 

The CDC says its numbers are "likely an undercount" of all Covid 
infections in vaccinated people because the data relies on passive and 
voluntary reporting. 

-- CNBC's Berkeley Lovelace Jr. contributed to this report. 

Reuters 
Friday, June 25, 2021 

U.S. FDA adds warning about rare heart inflammation to Pfizer, Moderna COVlD 
vaccines 

(Reuters)- The U.S. drug regulator on Friday added a warning to the 
literature that accompanies Pfizer lnc/BioNTech and Moderna vaccine 
shots to indicate the rare risk of heart inflammation after its use. 

For each vaccine, the fact sheets have been revised to include a 
warning about myocarditis and pericarditis, FDA said. 

The latest update follows an extensive review of infonnation and the 
discussion by CDC's Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices 
meeting on Wednesday. 

(Reporting by Maria Ponnezhath in Bengaluru; Editing by Chris Reese) 

Reuters 
Friday, June 25, 2021 

Vaccine-associated myocarditis tends to resolve quickly 

By Nancy Lapid 

Cases of an inflammation of the heart muscle known as myocarditis have 
been reported after receiving COVID-19 shots, mostly in young men after 
the second dose of the rnRNA vaccines. When myocarditis symptoms, such 
as chest pain and rapid or irregular heartbeats, do occur after 
vaccination, they usually resolve quickly, suggests a report of a small 
study published in the journal Circulation. Doctors tracked seven male 
patients, ages J 9 to 39, who were hospitalized for myocarditis-like 
illness not long after receiving a COVID-19 vaccine manufactured by 
either Pfizer and BioNTech, Moderna- the t\vo mRNA vaccines- or 
Johnson & Johnson. All recovered and left the hospital after two to 
four days of treatment. Study co-author Dr. Christopher deFilippi of 
the Tnova Heart and Vascular Institute in Fairfax, Virginia, noted that 
in his health system, which represents about 2 million patients, 
myocarditis after COVTD-19 vaccination has been a "rare event" and 
"fortunately so far associated with a benign outcome." The U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention this week said reports of the heart 
condition occurred at a rate of I 2.6 cases per million people who 
received either the Pfizer/BioNTech or Modema vaccines, a higher rate 



Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch, Inc.

than would be expected io the general population. However, deFilippi's 
team advised tbat given tbe dangers of COVID-19, even for younger 
adults. "the risk-benefit decision for vaccination remains highly 
favorable.'' (https://hit.ly/3 SNyLR v) 

WashinbrtonTimcs.om 
Friday, June 25. 2021 

CDC reportedly probing Michigan teen's death after COVID-19 vaccination 

By Shcn Wu Tan -The Washington Times 

Federal health officials are investigating the case of a Michigan 
teenager who died days after he received a COVID- I 9 vaccine, Fox News 
reported Friduy. 

The 13-year-old boy died three days after getting a second dose of a 
CO VI D-19 vaccine, the Saginaw County Health Department told the news 
agency in a statement The department learned of the teenager's death 
on June 17. 

"The investigation as to whether there is a correlation between his 
death and vaccination is now at the federal level with [the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention," the health department said. 
"Meanwhile, the health department continues to encourage families to 
speak with their physicians to weigh their own risks and benefits of 
vaccination." 

It is unknown whether the teenage boy had previous health problems. The 
news report did not specify whether the teenager received the two-dose 
Pli.zcr-BioNTecb COVID-19 vaccine or tbe Modema vaccine. The death has 
been supposed ly reported to U1e Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System 
(VAERS), a national surveillance system. 

Neither the CDC nor the Saginaw County Health Deparhnent immediately 
responded to requests for comment. 

CDC officials say deaths following COVID-J 9 vaccinat.ions have been 
rare. More than 318 million COVlD-19 doses were administered in the 
U.S. from Dec. 14 through June 21, and about 5,400 deatbs, or 0.0017%, 
among those vaccinated were repOJied to VAERS duri11g that time. 

"Reports of adverse events to V AERS foUowing vaccination, including 
deaths, do not necessarily mean that a vaccine caused a health problem. 
A review of available clinical information, including death 
certificates, autopsy and medical records, bas not established a causal 
link to COVrD-19 vaccines." the CDC says on its website. 

However, there could be a "plausible causal relationship" between the 
one-shot Johnson & Johnson COVfD-1 9 vaccine and a rare, serious blood 
clotting condition, which has caused deaths. 

llcalth care provith:rs are required by the Food and Drug Administration 
to report any death after a COVlD- I 9 vaccination to V AERS. 
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TheHill.com 
Sunday, June 27,2021 

Bipartisan senators ask CDC, TSA when they will update mask guidance for 
travelers 

By Olafimihan Oshin 

A bipartisan group of senators has asked the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) and Transportation Security Administration 
(TSA) when they will update their mask guidance for travelers. 

In a letter, Sens. Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii), Roger Wicker (R-Miss.), Amy 
Klobuchar (D-Minn.), Susan Collins (R-Maine), and Jerry Moran (R-Kan.) 
requested information about the agency's process for updating the mask 
guidelines for vaccinated people, adding that they want answers by July 
12. 

"As there has not yet been any change in the requirement for masks 
while traveling, we request an update on the CDC's and TSA's process 
for updating the mask requirement for fully vaccinated individuals and 
what the science is sbowing about the transmission of COV t D-19 for 
fully vaccinated individuals white traveling," the senators said in 
their letter. 

The letter asked five questions including whether removing mask 
mandates for fu lly vaccinated people would encourage others to get 
vaccinated and whether lifting mask mandates for fully vaccinated 
people would create administrative challenges. 

The senators noted they understand social distancing can be difficult 
on public transportation conveyances and public transportation hubs. 

"If the requirement for wearing masks while traveling can be safety 
lifted and would serve the public health interest, then we believe it 
would benefit the traveling public. We appreciate your prompt attention 
to this matter and hard work in responding to the COVID- I 9 pandemic," 
the letter said. 

The letter comes days after Democratic lawmakers on Wednesday shot down 
a bitt from Republican Sens. Rick Scott (Fla.) and Mike Lee (Utah) that 
would have revoked the Biden administration's mask requirement on 
public transportation. 

The Hilt has reached out to the CDC and the TSA for comment. 

Reuters 
Friday, June 25, 202 t 

U.S. Senate Republicans press CDC to end mask mandate on airplanes, transit 
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By David Shepardson 

June 25 (Reuters)- A group of Senate Republicans urged the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) on Friday to stop requiring fully 
vaccinated Americans to wear masks on public transportation, including 
airplanes, trains and buses but also in airports and train stations. 

Roger Wicker, the most senior Republican on the Senate Commerce 
Committee, and Ted Cruz, top Republican on an aviation subcommittee, 
along with Susan Collins, Jerry Moran, Cynthia Lummis and Marsha 
Blackburn introduced a resolution urging the CDC to lift mask 
requirements in place since Feb. 1. 

"Over ISO million people in the United States are fully vaccinated and 
mask mandates have been lifted across the country. But the CDC 
inexplicably still hasn't lifted the mask mandate for public 
transportation," Cruz said. "It's long past time for President Riden 
and the CDC to follow the science." 

The lawmakers argued the change "would incentivize a greater number of 
individuals to receive the COVID-19 vaccine." 

A CDC spokeswoman declined to comment. 

Jn May, the CDC said fully vaccinated Americans could stop wearing 
masks in nearly all indoor spaces - with transportation one of the few 
exceptions. 

The Transportation Security Administration on April 30 extended orders 
to enforce face mask requirements through Sept. 13. 

Sara Nelson, international president of the Association of Flight 
Attcndants-CW A, representing nearly 50,000 Flight Attendants at 17 
airlines, said the union supported the mandate to help stop the spread 
of the virus and protect those who don't have access to the vaccine, 
such as children under 12. 

Since January, the Federal Aviation Administration has received 3, I 00 
reports of unruly behavior on airlines, including 2,350 reports of 
passengers refusing to comply with federal face mask requirements. 

On June I 0, the CDC said it would no longer require travelers to wear 
masks in outdoor transit hubs and in outdoor spaces on ferries, buses 
and trolleys but left indoor requirements unchanged. 

(Reporting by David Shepardson Editing by Sonya Hepinstall) 

Businesslnsider.com 
Saturday, June 26, 202 1 

Ted Cruz joins forces with other GOP lawmakers to call for an end to mask 
mandates for vaccinated travelers, ahead of Independence Day 

Kevin Shalvcy 
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A group of Republican senators led by Ted Cruz on Friday announced a 
bill seeking an end to federa l mask mandates for vaccinated travelers 
on planes, trains, and other public transport. 

Mask requirements from the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
(CDC) and Transportation Security Administration (TSA) have outlasted 
their purpose, the lawmakers said. 

The CDC in February recommended that travellers stayed home until they 
were fully vaccinated, but still required everyone to wear a mask while 
on public transport. The same was true for the TSA, which extended its 
requirement until September. Airlines have their own requirements, too. 

"Americans should be able to travel to celebrate Independence Day with 
their fri ends and loved ones without having to follow an outdated and 
unnecessary mandate," Sen. Ted Cruz said in a statement accompanying 
the bill. 

In addition to Cruz, the GOP effort involved Susan Collins, Jerry 
Moran, Roger Wicker, Cynthia Lummis, and Marsha Blackburn. It came as 
states across the country continued loosening restrictions on daily 
life. 

TSA mask mandates have led to altercations in airports and on flights, 
where cabin crews have had to deal with unruly passengers. Flight 
attendants have described "unprecedented" violence. The TSA in July 
will restart its self-defense training for flight crews. 

A frequent flier last week sued seven airlines, saying vaccinated 
travelers should be able to fly without masks. 

The resolution, introduced in the Senate on Thursday, said the CDC 
could inccntivize more people to get vaccines by dropping the mask 
requirement. 

The three-page text said that getting rid of the mask mandate "would be 
instrumenta l in helping the economic recovery of the United States by 
boosting travel and benefitting the travel and tourism industries 
without sacri tieing public health." 

In late May, the transportation secretary, Pete Buttigieg, said the 
mask requirement on public transit was a "matter of safety, but it's 
also a matter of respect" for flight crews. 

The World Health Organization in a Friday press briefing said vaccines 
alone won't end the pandemic. The organization urged fully vaccinated 
people to continue wearing masks. 

Coll ins in a statement said she'd spoken with flight attendants about 
the mandate. The senator said she'd heard about "horrendous and 
unthinkable violence" on recent flights. 

If vaccinated people on the ground no longer need masks indoors, then 
fliers don't need them either, Collins said. 
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"It makes no sense that someone can go to a restaurant without wearing 
a mask, but they cannot fly on an airplane without one, even though it 
has a far better ventilation system," she said. 

TheHill.com 
Saturday, June 26, 202 1 

Senate Republicans urge CDC to lift public transportation mask mandate 

By Celinc Castronuovo 

A group of GOP lawmakers led by Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) on Friday 
introduced a resolution formally calling on the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) to lift its mask mandate for fully 
vaccinated individuals on public transportation. 

Cruz, a long with Republican Sens. Susan Collins (Maine), Jerry Moran 
(Kan.), Roger Wicker (Miss.), Cynthia Lummis (Wyo.) and Marsha 
Blackburn (Tenn.), argued that the CDC's guidance that fully 
vaccinated individuals do not have to wear masks in most settings 
should also apply when traveling on commercial planes, buses, trains 
and other forms of public transit. 

President Biden on his first full day in office signed an executive 
order directing federal agencies to "immediately take action" to 
require masks on public transportation. 

While the federal mask mandate was initially set to expire May II , the 
Transportation Security Administration (TSA) has since extended it to 
Sept. 13. 

However, Cruz and his colleagues said in their resolution Friday that 
"science shows that individuals fully vaccinated against COVID- 19 are 
protected against asymptomatic infection, and thus very unlike ly to 
spread the disease," adding that Americans "have sacrificed immensely" 
throughout the coronavirus pandemic. 

In a press release announcing the resolution, Cruz said, "It's long 
past time for President Biden and the CDC to follow the science and end 
this mask mandate for fully vaccinated individuals. 

"Americans should be able to travel to celebrate Independence Day with 
their friends and loved ones without having to follow an outdated and 
unnecessary mandate," he added. 

Collins in a statement included in the release said she had spoken with 
fli ght attendants who had expressed fears on enforcing the federal mask 
mandate amid multiple viral incidents showing passengers attacking or 
threatening workers over the safety restrictions. 

"It makes no sense that someone can go to a restamant without wearing 
a mask, but they cannot fly on an airplane without one even though it 
has a far better ventilation system," Collins argued. 
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The resolution comes just days after Democrats blocked a bill from 
Senate Republicans that would have revoked Eiden's mask requirement on 
public transit. 

GOP Scns. Rick Scott (Fla.) and Mike Lee (Utah), who had introduced 
the bill, cited the nation's vaccination rates in arguing against the 
need for a face mask requirement. 

However, Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.), chair of the Senate Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions Committee, said when blocking the bill, 
"This virus is still spreading, it is still mutating, it is still 
costing lives, and it is still leaving survivors with long-haul 
symptoms." 

"We cannot pretend this pandemic is over," she added. 

Newsweek.com 
Saturday, June 26,2021 

Ted Cruz Urges Joe Biden to 'Follow the Science' and End Travel Mask 
Requirement 

By Darragh Roche 

Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX) has called on President Joe Biden to end the 
requirement for people who are fully vaccinated to wear face masks 
whi le traveling on trains, airplanes, buses and other vehicles. 

Cruz is leading a group of Republican senators who are introducing a 
bill calling on the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to 
end the mask requirement for travelers. 

The CDC issued updated guidance on COVID-19 mask-wearing in May, saying 
that fully vaccinated people could go without face coverings in most 
indoor and outdoor settings but masks continue to be required on l·orms 
of transportation. 

Cruz issued a statement on Friday to accompany the lawmakers' 
resolution. 

"Over 150 million people in the United States are fully vaccinated and 
mask mandates have been lifted across the country," Cruz said. 

"But the CDC inexplicably still hasn't lifted the mask mandate for 
public transportation. It's long past time for President Biden and the 
CDC to follow the science and end this mask mandate for fully 
vaccinated individuals. 

"Americans should be able to travel to celebrate Independence Day with 
their friends and loved ones without having to follow an outdated and 
unnecessary mandate," Cruz said. 

Biden had previously set July 4 as the deadline for the 
administration's goal of having at least 70 percent of Americans with 
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one shot of the COYID vaccine but recently admitted it will not now 
meet that goal. However, around 65 percent of adults have been at least 
partially vaccinated, according to CNBC. 

The CDC issued a sweeping mask mandate for public transport following 
Biden's executive order on the pandemic on January 21 - the day after 
he took the oath of office. That order came into effect on February I. 

Though CDC advice has been updated since the order on public transport 
was issued, the mask-wearing requirements for buses, airplanes, trains 
and other forms of transport remain in place. 

Marty Cetron, director for CDC's Division of Global Migration and 
Quarantine, explained the rationale behind the decision in the 11 -pagc 
written order on January 29. 

"Requiring masks on our transportation systems will protect Americans 
and provide confidence that we can once again travel safely even during 
this pandemic," Cetron said. 

The CDC updated its advice on June 10 to say that fully vaccinated 
people no longer needed to wear masks while outdoors at transportation 
hubs such as bus stations but that unvaccinated people should continue 
to do so. 

Cruz, who is the ranking member oftbe Senate Subcommittee on Aviation 
Safety, Operations, and fnnovation, called legal requirements for 
mask-wearing on airplanes "performative theater" on June 16. 

Newsweek has asked the White House, Senator Ted Cruz and the CDC for 
comment. 

AP Georgia 
Saturday, June 26,202 1 

Georgia State Looks To Boost Vaccine Rate Among Refugees 

CLARKSTON, Ga. (AP) -- Researchers at Georgia State University will use 
a $500,000 grant to try to increase COYID-19 vaccination rates among 
refugees and other groups in the Atlanta area city of Clarkston -- one 
of the largest refugee resettlement communities in the U.S., the 
university announced. 

The money from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention will 
help train and deploy six outreach workers to address residents' 
concerns about corona virus vaccines and encourage them to get jabbed. 
The workers will represent major refugee groups living in Clarkston, 
including the Burmese, Congolese, Afghan and Somali communities, as 
well as the African American community, the university said in a news 
release. 

The school plans to use workers who are known and trusted in their 
respective communities and send them out within a month, Michael 
Eriksen, a public health professor at Georgia State who is leading the 
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effort, said during a phone interview Wednesday. Thousands of refugees 
live in the Clarkston area. 

"We're really pushing this as quickly and as hard as we can," Eriksen 
said, citing the need for urgency because of the ongoing pandemic. 

Vaccination rates in Georgia and elsewhere in the South have lagged 
behind the rest of the country. In some Clarkston neighborhoods, the 
percentage of people fully vaccinated as of June was below 30, 
according to researchers at Georgia State. That was lower than the 
state's vaccination rate. 

Eriksen said many refugees receive additional conspiracy theories and 
false information about vaccines from people in their home countries. 

They may also be struggling to overcome traumatic events that brought 
them to the U.S. and face language and cultural barriers-- all of 
which can hamper vaccine uptake. 

The outreach workers will also help local clinics and the DeKalb County 
Board of Health schedule vaccine appointments, arrange transportation 
and follow up with residents to make sure they get a second dose. The 
goal is to increase vaccine rates in Clarkston by 50 percent by spring 
2022. 

The one-year grant was awarded to the Prevention Research Center 
located on the Clarkston campus of Perimeter College-- a two-year 
school in the Georgia State system. 

Xinhua (China) 
Saturday, June 26, 2021 

U.S. average daily COVID-19 vaccination drops by over 50 pet: CDC 

WASHINGTON, June 26 (Xinhua)-- The latest 7-day average number of 
administered vaccine doses per day decreased by 55.3 percent from the 
previous week, according to a weekly report of the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

As of June 24, the 7-day average number of administered vaccine doses 
reported to the CDC per day was 0.37 million, according to the report 
released on Friday. 

About 45.8 percent of the U.S. population was fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19, and 53.9 percent of the population received at least one shot 
as of Saturday, CDC data showed. 

Roughly 152.2 million people were fully vaccinated. But some states, 
such as Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee and 
Wyoming, had low vaccination rates. 

A new CDC study showed adults aged 18 to 24, as well as non-Hispanic 
Black adults and those with less education, no insurance, and lower 
household incomes, had the lowest reported vaccination coverage and 
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intent to get vaccinated. 

The White House confirmed earlier this week that the country would not 
hit U.S. President Joe Biden's goal of getting 70 percent of American 
adults to receive at least one COVTD-19 vaccine shot by July 4, the 
Independence Day. 

Reuters 
Sunday, June 27, 202 1 

U.S. reaches 323 million doses ofCOVID- 19 vaccine administered -CDC 

(Reuters)- The United States has administered 323,327,328 doses of 
COVID-19 vaccines in the country as of Sunday morning, and distributed 
38 I ,282, 720 doses, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) said. 

Those figures are up from the 322,123,103 vaccine doses the CDC said 
had gone into arms by June 26 out of381,276,030 doses delivered. 

The agency said 179,261 ,269 people had received at least one shot, 
while I53,028,665 in the United States are fully vaccinated as of 
Sunday. 

The CDC tally includes two-dose vaccines from Modema Inc and 
Pfizer!BioNTech, as well as Johnson & Johnson's one-shot vaccine as of 
6 a.m. EDT (I 000 GMT) on Sunday. 

(Reporting by Maria Ponnezhath in Bengaiuru; Editing by Matthew Lewis) 

FoxNews.com 
Monday, June 28,2021 

CDC reports 4,I 15 breakthrough COVID-19 cases involving hospitalizations or 
deaths 

Cases reflect small percentage of 150 million people who are fully vaccinated 

By Alexandria Hein I Fox News 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has received 
reports of 4, LIS patients with COVID-19 vaccine breakthrough cases who 
were hospitalized or died. Of those cases, 26% of hospitalizations were 
reported as asymptomatic or not related to COVID-19, and 19% of the 750 
fatalities were reported as asymptomatic or not related to COVTD-19. 

The data, which includes infom1ation through June 2 I, is amid a 
backdrop of I 50 million people who are fully vaccinated in the U.S. 
Nearly half of the breakthrough cases, or 49%, involve females, and 
3, 124, or 76%, occurred in patients ages 65 years and older. 

Otlicials have long predicted vaccine breakthrough cases would be 
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reported, as "no vaccines are 100% effective at preventing illness in 
vaccinated people." The agency has also warned there would be a "small 
percentage" of vaccinated people who get sick, require hospitalization 
or even die from COVTD-19. 

"The number of COVID-19 vaccine breakthrough infections reported to CDC 
likely arc an undercount of all SARS-CoV-2 infections among fully 
vaccinated persons," the agency noted. "National surveillance relics on 
passive and voluntary reporting, and data might not be complete or 
representative. These surveillance data are a snapshot and help 
identify patterns and look for signals among vaccine breakthrough 
cases." 

The agency noted that "no unexpected patterns" have been identified in 
the reported breakthrough infections. It also states that vaccines 
remain effective and everyone ages 12 and older who have not received 
it should get one as soon as possible. 

CNN.com 
Saturday, June 26, 2021 

Some fully vaccinated people may still get sick if exposed to variants, CDC 
warns 

By Madeline Holcombe and Jacqueline Howard, CNN 

(CNN)Thc US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention told CNN Friday 
that the agency is tracking the Delta coronavirus variant, among others 
-- and warned that there is a small chance a fully vaccinated person 
could still get infected if they're exposed. 

"Current data suggest that COVID-19 vaccines authorized for usc in the 
United Stales offer protection against most variants currently 
spreading in the United States. However, some variants might cause 
illness in some people even after they are fully vaccinated," CDC 
spokesperson Jade Fulce told CNN in an email on Friday. 

While Covid-19 vaccines are effective, Fulce said no vaccine is "I 00% 
effective at preventing illness." 

And with millions of people getting vaccinated against the virus, some 
who are fully vaccinated "will still get sick if they are exposed," 
Fulce said. 

"However, people with breakthrough infections may get less severely ill 
or have a shorter illness than they would have if they had not been 
vaccinated." 

That's why experts are especially worried about people who have not yet 
gotten their Covid-19 shots. 

More than 53% of the US population has received at least one Covid-19 
vaccine dose and more than 45% is fully vaccinated, CDC data shows. 
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'Please get your second shot' 

As officials urge more people to get their shots, the US surgeon 
general warns a big obstacle stands in their way: Misinfonnation. 

"There is so much misinfonnation out there about the vaccine, coming 
through so many channels -- a lot of it being spread on social media," 
Dr. Vivek Murthy told CNN's Erin Burnett. "It's inducing a lot of fear 
among people." 

"Two-thirds of those who are unvaccinated in polls say that they either 
believe the myths about Covid-19 or think that they might be true," he 
added. 

Experts, including Dr. Anthony Fauci, have estimated that 70 to 85% of 
people in the US will need to become immune to the virus through 
vaccination or infection in order to control community spread. But 
after initial surges, vaccination rates have now slowed across the 
country. 

And more than I in l 0 people who have received one dose of the 
Pfizer/BioNTecb or Moderna vaccine have missed their second dose, 
according to data shared with CNN by the CDC. 

That statistic is especially concerning to experts because studies have 
shown that the vaccines are much more effective against the Delta 
variant after the two-dose series is completed. 

"Please get your second shot," CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky said 
in a Friday NPR interview. "What we do know is you get some protection 
from the first shot, but really that second shot gives you breadth and 
depth of vaccine coverage to really be able to tackle this Delta 
variant and other variants as well. 

"If you missed your second within the time window, get it whenever, get 
it now, but do get that second shot," Walensky added. 

Officials worried about unvaccinated Americans 

The Delta variant is believed to be more transmissible and cause more 
severe disease than other strains. Murthy said he is worried for those 
who are unvaccinated as the variant spreads. 

ln Los Angeles County, the impact is already clear. Nearly all of the 
Covid-19 cases, hospitalizations, and deaths in Los Angeles County are 
occurring among people who are unvaccinated, county health officials 
said Thursday. 

Out of nearly 437,000 positive coronavims cases reported in L.A. 
County since December 2020,99.6% of those were among individuals who 
were unvaccinated, health officials said in a press release. 

"The virus is still with us," Los Angeles County Public Health Director 
Barbara Ferrer said at a press conference. "Even now, we need to be 
careful to mask and maintain distance from people outside of our 
households, especially if they're not yet vaccinated." 
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Missouri hospitals stretched thin 

Missouri is the state with the largest proportion of the Delta variant 
of Covid-19 infections, according to the CDC. And hospitals in the 
state are feeling the stress of managing Covid- 19 patients on top of 
their regular intake, one hospital leader told CNN's Ana Cabrera on 
Thursday. 

"Both hospitals here in town are stretched," said Erik Frederick, chief 
administrative officer at Mercy Hospital Springfield in Springfield, 
Missouri . 

"We saw a very rapid escalation in our in-patient census sta11ing .Tunc 
I, we went from 26 to 90 in about three weeks. To go back to last year 
when our peak started, it took us six to seven weeks to escalate that 
quickly. Today to hit 97, it really took us almost two months to hi t 
that level which we've done in under a month." 

Frederick said a return of typical hospital patients is exacerbating 
the issue. 

"The difference between last year and this we have traditional business 
back we didn't have last year during the initial surge. The demand for 
beds is higher for both Covid and non-Covid patients. It's definitely a 
stretch." 

Frederick said there is also a high amount of pressure on available 
labor. 

"The staff are right back into the mix of it, and T don't think they 
were fully recovered from last year," he said. 

Smell and taste come back, studies show 

In a bit of good news, researchers reported Thursday that those who did 
not regain their sense of taste and smell when they cleared their 
Covid-19 infections should get them back after a year. 

Studies confirm that many, if not most, Covid-19 patients say their 
sense of smell is affected-- a condition called anosmia or hyposmia. 

Because smell and taste are closely linked, many people feel their 
ability to taste food normally is also affected when their sense of 
smell is disrupted. 

An ongoing experiment of about 100 people who lost their sense of smell 
in early 2020 showed it can take months for it to come back, but it 
docs. Some patients didn't realize or appreciate it, however, the 
international team of researchers reported in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association's JAMA Network Open. 

"At eight months, objective olfactory assessment confirmed full 
recovery in 49 of 51 patients (96.1 %}," they wrote. Two continued to 
have an abnormal sense of smell a year later -- one who couldn't smell 
much and another who had an abnom1al smell sense. 
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"Our findings suggest that an additional! 0% gain in recovery can be 
expected at 12 months, compared with studies with 6 months of follow-up 
that found only 85.9% of patients with recovery," they wrote. 

CNN's Lauren Mascarenhas, Deidre McPhillips, Alexandra Meeks, Maggie 
Fox and Virginia Langmaid contributed to this report. 

Reuters 
Sunday, June 27, 202 1 

Booster may be needed for J&J shot as Delta variant spreads, some experts 
already taking them 

By Michael Erman 

NEW YORK (Reuters) -Infectious disease experts are weighing the need 
for booster shots of the PftzerfBioNTecb or Moderna mRNA-based vaccines 
for Americans wbo received Johnson & Johnson's one-dose vaccine due to 
the increasing prevalence of the more contagious Delta coronavirus 
variant. 

A few say they have already done so themselves, even without published 
data on whether combining nvo different vaccines is safe and effective 
or backing from U.S. health regulators. Canada and some European 
countries are already allowing people to get two different COVTD-19 
shots. 

The debate centers on concerns over how protective the J&J shot is 
against the Delta variant first detected in India and now circulating 
widely in many countries. Delta, which has also been associated with 
more severe disease, could quickly become the dominant version of the 
virus in the United States, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) Director Rochelle Walensky has warned. 

There is no substantial data showing how protective the J&J vaccine is 
against the new variant. However, UK studies show that two doses of 
either the PfizerfBioNTech or AstraZeneca vaccines are significantly 
more protective against the variant than one. 

Andy Slavitt, former senior pandemic advisor to U.S. President Joe 
Biden, raised the idea this week on his podcast. At least half a dozen 
prominent infectious disease experts said U.S. regulators need to 
address the issue in short order. 

"There's no doubt that the people who receive the J&J vaccine are less 
protected against disease," than those who get two doses of the other 
shots, said Stanford professor Dr. Michael Lin. "From the principle of 
taking easy steps to prevent really bad outcomes, this is really a no 
brainer." 

The CDC is not recommending boosters, and advisors to the agency said 
at a public meeting this week there is not yet significant evidence of 
declining protection from the vaccines. 
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Jason Gallagher, an infectious diseases expert at Temple University's 
School of Phannacy, recently received a Pfizer dose at the Philadelphia 
vaccine clinic where he has been administering shots. He got the J&J 
vaccine in a clinical trial in November. 

Gallagher said he was concerned about the UK data 
hnps://www.gov.uk/govemment/news/vaccines-highly-effective-against-b­
l-617 -2-variant-after-2-doscs showing lower efficacy against the Delta 
variant for people who received one vaccine dose. 

''While the situation has gotten so much better in the U.S., the Delta 
variant that's spreading ... and really quickly taking over in the U.S. 
looks a little more conceming in terms of the breakthrough infections 
with the single-dose vaccines," he said. "So 1 took the plunge." 

Cases, hospitalizations and deaths have plummeted in the United States 
with 56% of the adult population fully vaccinated. 

J&J said it is testing whether the immune response from its vaccine is 
capable of neutralizing the De lta variant in a laboratory setting, but 
no data is available yet. 

Both mRNA vaccines showed efficacy rates around 95% in large U.S. 
trials, while J&J's vaccine was 66% effectjve in preventing 
moderate-to-severe COVID-19 globally when more contagious variants were 
circulating. 

Dr. Angela Ra;;mussen, a researcher at the University of Saskatchewan's 
Vaccine and In fectious Disease Organization, said on Twitter she had 
gotten a dose of Pfizer's vaccine this week after receiving J&J's in 
April. 

Rasmussen, who declined to be interviewed, encomaged Americans who 
received the J&J vaccine to talk to their doctors about a possible 
second shot. 

"I f you live in a community with overall low vaccination , I'd suggest 
you strongly consider doing so," she tweeted. 

Vaccine expert Dr. Peter Hotez fi·om Baylor College of Medicine in a 
tweet said adding a second J&J dose or one of the mRNA vaccines might 
provide broader protection, "but we need data and CDC-FDA guidance." 

The U.S. National lnstitute of Allergy and lnfectious Diseases (N IAID) 
is running a trial to determine tl1e need for boosting all currently 
authorized shots with another dose of Modema's vaccine. NIAID 
scientist Dr. Jobn Beigel told Reuters tbe agency hopes to have that 
data by September to help inform regulators' decisions on boosters. 

As long ao;; case counts remain low in the United States, J&J recipients 
should wait for more data, he said. 

If Delta variant-driven infections and hospitalizations increase 
significantly, he said, "then decisions might need to be made with an 
absence of data. But right now, J do think it's appropriate that they 
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wait." 

(Reporting by Michael Erman; Editing by Caroline Humer and Bill 
Bcrkrot) 

CNN.com 
Saturday, June 26, 2021 

'Please get your second shot,' top health official urges as Delta variant 
remains a pressing threat 

By Aya Elamroussi, CNN 

(CNN)America is in a far better place now than it was six months ago in 
its fight against the coronavirus pandemic, with overall cases and 
deaths down, according to the latest data. 

It shows that vaccines are effective, experts say, although they have 
some protection limitations when faced with more aggressive virus 
variants. 

The Delta variant, which can spread more easily and cause even more 
severe disease than other strains, has been a major concern for health 
experts who are worried about those who remain unvaccinated. 

That variant, first identified in India, has been found in 49 states 
and Washington, D.C., according to GTSAID, an independent data sharing 
initiative, and the Hawaii Department of Health. South Dakota did not 
report cases of the variant as of Wednesday, a state health department 
spokesperson told CNN. 

To be sure, the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has said 
there's a low chance people who are fully vaccinated may get infected 
with virus variants. 

And any illness could be shorter or milder if one is fully vaccinated-­
but the keyword is "fully" because a second shot is essential for 
optimal protection against variants. 

"Please get your second shot," CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky said 
Friday in an interview with the National Public Radio. 

"What we do know is you get some protection from the first shot, but 
really that second shot gives you breadth and depth of vaccine coverage 
to really be able to tackle this Delta variant and other variants as 
well." 

More than one in I 0 people in the US who received one dose of the 
Ptizcr/BioNTech or Modema vaccine have missed their second dose, 
according to CDC data. 

"If you missed your second within the time window, get it whenever, get 
it now, but do get that second shot," Walensky added. 
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.In Los Angeles County, 99.8% of the 12,234 people who died from 
Covid- 19 since December 2020 were unvaccinated, local health data 
shows. 

"The virus is still with us," Los Angeles County Public Health Director 
Barbara Ferrer said at a news conference Thursday. "Even now, we need 
to be careful to mask and maintain distance from people outside of our 
households, especially if they're not yet vaccinated." 

President Joe Bid en took note of the variant's dangerousness in remarks 
Thursday, warning that the variant is "now the most common variant in 
America." 

"And unvaccinated people are incredibly vulnerable," he said, 
underscoring that the Delta variant is "more easily transmittable," and 
"potentially deadlier and especially dangerous to young people." 

In the US overall, the Delta variant has accounted for about 21% of 
cases in the two weeks ending June 19, according to CDC data. 

More than 15 1.6 million Americans are fully vaccinated, according ro 
CDC data on Friday, which is nearly 45.7% of the total US population. 

Nearly 65.8% of adults in America have had at least one dose of a 
vaccine as of Friday, according to the CDC. Biden's goal of70% of 
adul ts with at least one dose by July 4 is all but likely to fall 
short, as officials are currently targeting mid-July. 

Distribution of some antibody treatments are paused due to variants 

It's not only the Delta variant that is complicating matters for health 
care providers. 

The increase of cases due to the Gamma or P .I variant first identified 
in Brazil, and the Beta or 8.1.351 variant first identified in South 
Ati·ica, arc being cited as the reason for a pause in nationwide 
distribution of certain monoclonal antibody treatments from Eli Lilly, 
according to an announcement on Friday from the US Health and Human 
Services Department (HHS). 

The monoclonal antibody treatment of etesevimab, as well as a 
combination treatment of etesevimab and bamlanivimab, don't work as 
well with the variants, according to the HHS statement. 

Ln May, federal regulators had paused the distribution of these 
treatments to e ig ht states where there were a high number of variant 
cases. Eli Lilly's single monoclonal antibody treatment bamlaniv imab 
was put on pause in March. ln April, the company had asked the FDA to 
revoke its emergency use authorization of the single antibody 
treatment, so it could focus on its combination treatment. 

The Beta and Gamma variants now make up at least II % of the cases in 
the US, and case numbers are increasing, according to CDC data. 

Rare heart risk warning is added to 2 vaccine fact sheets 
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Meanwhile, the US Food and Drug Administration added a waming about 
the risk of the heart inflamations known as myocarditis and 
pericarditis to fact sheets for Modema and Pfizer-BioNTech Covid-19 
vaccines Friday. 

The warning notes that reports of adverse events following vaccination 
suggest increased risks of both types of inflammation, particularly 
after the second dose. 

Myocarditis is innammation of the heart muscle and pericarditis is 
inflammation of tissue surrounding the heart. 

Vaccine advisers to the CDC met Wednesday and said there is a likely 
association between the mRNA Covid-19 vaccines and rare cases of heart 
inflammation in adolescents and young adults. 

However, the risk is rare: FoUowing about 300 million administered 
doses of Pfizer and Moderna vaccines through June 11 , the CDC has 
received roughly 1,200 preliminary reports of myocarditis and 
pericarditis. 

Advisers urged that the benefits of vaccination outweigh the risks, and 
almost all the cases resolved with little treatment and patients 
recovered quickly. 

The FDA is advising those who receive one of the two vaccines to seek 
immediate medical attention if they experience "chest pain, shortness 
of breath, or feelings of having a fast-beating, fluttering, or 
pounding heart after vaccination." 

Both the FDA and CDC are monitoring reports of these adverse events and 
will follow up to assess longer-term outcomes, the FDA noted. 

CNN's Lauren Mascarenhas, Jen Christensen, Jacqueline Howard, Deidre 
McPhillips, Jamie Gumbrecht and Travis Caldwell contributed to this 
report. 

Associated Press 
Saturday, June 26,2021 

States Hesitant To Adopt Digital Covid Vaccine Verification 

By DAVID A. LlEB 
Associated Press 

Customers wanting to wine, dine and unwind to live music at the City 
Winery's flagship restaurant in New York must show proof of a COVTD-19 
vaccination to get in. But that's not required at most other dining 
establishments in the city. And it's not necessary at other City Winery 
sites around the U.S. 

If City Winery tried doing such a thing at its places in Atlanta and 
Nashville, "we would have no business, because so many people are 
basically against it," said CEO Michael Dorf. 
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Across the U.S., many hard-hit businesses eager to return to normal 
have been reluctant to demand proof of vaccination from customers. And 
the public and the politicians in many places have made it clear they 
don't care for the idea. 

Tn fact, far more states have banned proof-of-vaccination policies than 
have created smartphone-based programs for people to digitally display 
their vaccination status. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention still recommends masks 
when dining or gathering indoors for those who aren't fully vaccinated. 
But few states require it, and most businesses rely on voluntary 
compliance-- even in places with low vaccination rates where COVID- 19 
cases are cl imbing. 

Digital vaccine verification programs could make it easier to enforce 
safeguards and tamp down new outbreaks. 

"But that on ly works when you have mass adoption, and mass adoption 
requires trust and actual buy-in with what the state health department 
is doing, which is not necessarily present in all states," said Alan 
Butler, executive director of the Electronic Privacy lnfonnation 
Center, a Washington-based nonprofit organization. 

Hawaii is the only state enforcing some version of a vaccine passport. 
It requires travelers to upload a photo or PDF of their Hawaii 
vaccination document or pass a pre-arrival COVTD-19 test to avoid 
having to quarantine for I 0 days. 

Earlier this month, California became just the third state -- behind 
New York and Louisiana -- to offer residents a way to voluntarily 
display digital proof of their COVID-19 shots. None ofthosc states 
requires the usc of their digital verification systems to access e ither 
public or private-sector places. 

By contrast, at least 18 states led by Republican governors or 
legislatures prohibit the creation of so-called vaccine passports or 
ban pub I ic entities from requiring proof of vaccination. Several of 
those-- including Alabama, Florida, Iowa, Montana, North Dakota and 
Texas -- also bar most businesses from denying service to those who 
aren't vaccinated. 

"Texas is open I 00%, and we want to make sure that you have the freedom 
to go where you want without limits," Gov. Greg Abbott said in signing 
a law against vaccine passports. 

The prohibition doesn't apply to the demands employers make on their 
employees. Earlier this month, a federal judge in Texas threw out a 
lawsuit from 117 Houston hospital employees who challenged a workplace 
requirement that they get vaccinated. More than !50 were later fired or 
resigned for not getting their shots. 

In Louisiana, under a Republican-passed bill facing a potential veto 
from Democratic Gov. John Bel Edwards, public faci lities would not be 
allowed to bar unvaccinated people until the COVID-19 vaccines have 
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received full approval from the food and Drug Administration. The 
vaccines for now are being dispensed under emergency FDA authorization. 

In May, Louisiana launched a program allowing residents using the 
state's digital driver's license, LA Wallet, to add a record of their 
COVTD-19 vaccination. 

But its reach is still limited. About 105,000 people have activated the 
COVID- 19 verification function. That's about 14% of those with a 
digital license and less than 4% of Louisiana's 3.1 million people with 
valid driver's licenses. 

Democratic state Rep. Ted James, who wrote the bill creating the 
digital driver's license, said he has used the feature just once -- to 
show an Uber driver in Nevada that he didn't need to wear a mask. But 
James said he bas never been asked to show it in Louisiana and doubts 
he ever will. 

"Earlier in the year, l felt that at some point we would be limited in 
travel, going to certain places, unless we had the vaccine," James 
said. Now, "I don't foresee us ever having some type of requirement." 

As a step in reopening, New York in March launched its Excelsior Pass, 
the first state system to provide digital proof of COVID-19 vaccination 
or a recent negative test. As of early June, more than 2 mi llion people 
had gotten the digital pass -- about one-fifth of those who have been 
vaccinated. 

At the City Winery, most customers bypass the Excelsior Pass and 
instead show their paper CDC vaccination cards to gain entry, according 
to Dorf, who said patrons at the I ,000-person capacity venue 
"appreciate going into a bubble of safety, knowing that everyone around 
them is vaccinated." 

Though larger ticketed events, like concerts at Madison Square Garden, 
require proof of vaccination, most businesses don't ask. 

"Think of a bar," said Andrew Rigie, executive director of the New York 
City Hospitality Alliance. "You have four friends that go in -- maybe 
two of them have it, the other two don't. You're going to tum the 
other two away when small businesses are struggling so much?" 

Though most states have shied away from creating digital vaccination 
verification systems, the technology may soon become widespread 
nonetheless. 

Vaccine providers such as Walmart and major health care systems already 
have agreed to make digital COVID-19 vaccination records available to 
customers. Apple also plans to incorporate the vaccination verification 
function into a software update coming this fall. 

Within months, hundreds of millions of people across the U.S. will be 
able to access digital copies of their COVTD-1 9 vaccination records, 
said Brian Anderson, chief digital health physician at the nonprofit 
MITRE Corp., part of a coalition of health and technology organizations 
that developed such technology. 
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People will receive QR codes that can be stored on smartphones or 
printed on paper to be scanned by anyone seeking vaccine verification. 
Those who scan the codes won't retain any of the infonnation --a 
protection intended to address privacy concerns. 

The California Chamber of Commerce said it welcomes the state's new 
vaccine verification system as a way for employers to check on their 
employees. California regulations require most employees who aren't 
fully vaccinated to wear masks when dealing with others indoors. 

Digital vaccine verification "allows an employer who really wants to 
make sure the workplace is vaccinated to require that without having 
the impossible problem of· John says he's vaccinated but he lost his 
vaccine card. What do we do?' This solves that issue," said Rob 
Moutrie, a policy advocate at the California Chamber of Commerce. 

Politico.com 
Friday, June 25, 2021 

·A tough slog': White House struggles to increase vaccination rates as Delta 
variant surges 

By ERIN BA CO and DAVID LIM 

Top Bidcn administration health officials trying to slow the spread of 
the Covid-19 Delta variant have largely given up on the possibility of 
reinstating mask and social-distancing rules in favor of a &rrassroots 
vaccine education campaign. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Department of 
Health and Human Services and the White House Covid-19 Task Force have 
discussed whether to press mayors and governors in the Midwest and 
South, where the highly transmissible Delta variant is spreading 
quickly, to once again require mask mandates, according to three senior 
Biden health officials. But the administration ultimately concluded 
that many people who are not vaccinated are also those who have 
resisted wearing masks. 

Instead, the federa l government will try to convince hesitant Americans 
to get vaccinated by working with state officials and trusted community 
members to communicate the benefits of the shots, the three senior 
officials said. The president's team is not confident that the new 
campaign will change hearts and minds, the two officials said, but it 
is falling back on old messaging in part because top administration 
officials are unsure what other tactics will work. 

Only about 46 percent of the U.S. population is vaccinated, and the 
number of doses administered has fallen by almost 300,000 per day since 
June 7, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

The plateauing vaccination rate underscores the extent to which the 
White House is struggling to find new and better ways to convince 
Americans to get Covid-19 shots -- while much of the rest of the world 
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struggles to secure a steady supply of vaccines. And it raises 
questions about how the federal government will manage increasing 
Covid-19 cases associated with the Delta variant in the months ahead, 
with businesses and schools returning to normal operations. 

"This is the door-to-door campai!,'ll, this is the church-to-church, this 
is going into the community and meeting people where they are. We're 
not going to convince everybody," said Scott Becker, CEO of the 
Association of Public Health Laboratories. "The Delta variant and its 
explosive growth -- l wish there was a better way to articulate the 
damage that it is doing and will do in those communities, but it is 
going to be a tough slog." 

New Covid- 19 infections have increased by more than 50 percent over the 
last two weeks in under-vaccinated states such as Missouri and 
Oklahoma. Many of the cases are tied to the Delta variant, which the 
CDC says now accounts for one-fifth of new infections nationwide. 

"Based on the data that we have right now, the Delta variant is more 
transmissible than A lpha," the strain that has predominated in the U.S. 
this spring, said Summer Galloway, a senior adviser at the agency. 

Preliminary data from the U.K. suggests that unvaccinated people 
infected with the Delta variant have an increased risk of 
hospitalization, she added. The CDC is studying whether the variant 
leads to more severe infections in undervaccinated communities. But 
there is good news: recent data shows the Pfizer vaccine is nearly 90 
percent effective against Delta, making vaccination one of the most 
effective ways to stop the variant's march across the U.S. 

"We really just want to encourage everyone ... to get vaccinated. What 
we don't want to have happen is we have a significant proportion of the 
population that's unvaccinated and you see an increase in the number of 
cases and the number of hospitalizations, the number of deaths," 
Galloway said. "It could lead to another surge." 

In the meantime, the CDC is still encouraging people who arc 
unvaccinated to wear masks and avoid crowded indoor gatherings, an 
agency spokesperson said. 

The number of U.S. adults who say they will definitely not take a 
Covid- 19 vaccine has remained steady at 13 percent, according to a 
Kaiser Family Foundation survey released last month. Twelve percent say 
they are waiting to decide if they will get vaccinated, while 7 percent 
say they will only opt for immunization if it is required for work or 
other activities. 

The Biden administration in March rolled out a $1 billion advertising 
campaign, relying on radio and television spots to educate Americans on 
the benefits of vaccination and on where and when they could receive 
the shot. The administration partnered with 275 groups, including the 
Christian Broadcasting Network and Nascar, to reach areas where 
hesitancy or outright opposition to the vaccines is high. 

The federal government has also joined up with the Ad Council --a 
nonprofit organization that often partners with the federal government 
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on public service announcements-- and the Covid Collaborative, a group 
of organizations working together to combat the virus, on ads promoting 
Covid-19 vaccines. The CDC Vaccine Task Force is also offering "vaccine 
confidence consultations" to interested jurisdictions. The 
consultations include briefings between CDC officials and local leaders 
about how states can build trust in their communities around 
vaccination. 

The three senior Bidcn health officials said the administration is 
pushing more of the responsibility of convincing the unvaccinated to 
get the jab to local officials, who can tap trusted community leaders 
to spread the word. The hope is that those local leaders will be more 
effective messengers than national ad campaigns or top federa l 
officials. 

Over the last two weeks, officials from the CDC, HHS and the White 
House Covid-19 Task Force have formulated a plan to work with local 
officials, including mayors, to knock on doors in areas with low 
vaccination rates to talk with people about signing up for the shot. 
Officials like PresideD! Joe Biden's chief medical adviser, Anthony 
Fauci, and CDC Director Rochelle Walensky also are increasing their 
appearances on national TV programs and with local press in the South 
where the Delta variant is spreading. 

Fauci, for instance, has visited vaccine sites in ew York and Florida 
this month with First Lady J ill Biden. He spent the Juneteenth holiday 
going door-to-door with Washington, D.C., Mayor Muriel Bowser, urging 
city residents to get vaccinated. 

But the Biden team is still unsure how many people could be swayed by 
these more local appeals. The White House is now planning for what top 
officials sec as inevitable Covid-19 surges in several states with low 
vaccination rates later this summer and into the fall. 

Many states have already tried on their own to encourage people to get 
Covid-19 shots-- often through lotteries and other financial 
incentives. But that strategy has largely fai led, and Delta Covid- 19 
cases continue to rise. 

The CDC is now considering whether to update guidelines for schools and 
for domestic and international travel. Federal and state health 
officials are debating bow and whether to recommend proof of 
vaccination for everything from restaurants to movie theaters to office 
buildings. The fear, Fauci recently told POLITICO, is that recommending 
proof of vaccination could cause an uproar among unvaccinated people. 
While federal health officials have pledged so-called vaccine passports 
will not be implemented at the national level, some states and private 
businesses have explored using vaccine passes to support safe 
reopening. 

European Union officials have recently put pressure on U.S. diplomats 
overseas to open up travel to the U.S. with proof of vaccination, 
according to a U.S. official with direct knowledge of the matter. 
Germany recently issued an order that allows all U.S. residents to fly 
into the country if they can prove vaccination or a negative Covid-19 
test. 
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For now, Biden administration officials say the increasing number of 
Delta cases is cause for worry but not overwhelming dread. The Pfizer 
vaccine in wide use in the U.S. works well against the variant; 
Modema's vaccine uses similar technology, so the hope is that it will 
be similarly effective in warding off Delta. The CDC is currently in 
the midst of conducting studies to pin down just how well the current 
vaccines protect against Delta and what impact it has on the 
unvaccinated population, particularly children. 

"We have to stay vigilant. We see this strain is affecting how much 
protection people get from the first dose dramatically," said Phil 
Fcbbo, chief medical officer of DNA sequencing company Ilium ina, which 
is working with the CDC to study the spread of Covid-1 9 variants in the 
U.S. "I don't think we're that far away from a different variant that 
goes beyond the Delta and decreases significantly the efficacy of both 
doses." 

AP Wisconsin 
Friday, June 25, 2021 

Wisconsin's Johnson To Tout Claims Of Yac.cine Side Effects 

By SCOTT BAUER 
Associated Press 

MADISON, Wis. (AP) --Republican U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson, a vocal critic 
of COYTD-19 vaccine mandates, announced plans Friday to hold a news 
conference bringing together people who claim to have had adverse 
reactions to the vaccine, including the wife of a fonner Green Bay 
Packer player. 

Johnson, who has also advocated for alternative and unproven treatments 
for COVlD-19, said the Monday event in Milwaukee will allow people from 
across the country to tell their stories and concerns he said have been 
"repeatedly ignored" by the medical community. 

Johnson, who has no medical training or expertise, hasn't been 
vaccinated, saying he doesn't think he has to because he had the virus 
last year and fonned natural antibodies. He has said he's "just asking 
questions" and isn't against vaccines, but doctors and other critics 
have blasted him for spreading misinformation. 

Dr. Jeff Huebner, a family doctor in Madison, said Johnson was 
"promoting dangerous and unfounded claims about COYLD-19 vaccines" that 
contradict medical data and evidence. 

"As a member of the Wisconsin medical community I'm gravely concerned 
about the impact his event and remarks will have on our ability to 
return to normal and protect Wisconsinites from COVJD-19.," Huebner 
said in a statement. 

Nearly all COYID- 19 deaths in the U.S. now are in people who weren't 
vaccinated, with "breakthrough" infections in fully vaccinated people 
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accounting for fewer than 1,200 of the more than 853,000 COY I D-1 9 
hospitalizations in May, based on an Associated Press analysis. 

YouTubc this month removed an interview Johnson did with the Milwaukee 
Press Club during which he touted the benefits of alternative 
treatments for COYID-19 and suspended Johnson for a week, saying his 
comments violated the company's "medical misinformation policies." 

Johnson, during the June 3 event, criticized the administrations of 
President Joe Bidcn and former President Donald Trump for "not only 
ignoring but working against robust research (on) the usc of cheap, 
generic drugs to be repurposed for early treatment of COYTD." 

Johnson said Monday's event at the federal courthouse in Milwaukee will 
include former Green Bay Packers offensive lineman Ken Ruettgers, a 
member of the Packers Hall of Fame, and his wife Sheryl. Johnson said 
Sheryl Ruettgers will detail "severe neurological reactions that still 
inhibit her ability to live a normal life, including muscle pain, 
numbness, weakness and paresthesia" that she experienced after getting 
the COY ID-19 vaccine this month. 

Other speakers with similar stories are from Oruo, Missouri, Utah, 
Michigan and Tennessee. 

The medical community has been consistent in stressing that the risk of 
side effects is exceedingly low and the benefits of getting vaccinated 
for the virus far outweigh the risks. Earlier this week, top U.S. 
government health officials, medical organizations, laboratory and 
hospital associations and others issued a statement touting the 
overriding benefit of the vaccines. 

Still, certain elected officials in some states continue to push back 
against the vaccination recommendations. 

On the same day the government and medical experts issued their 
statement on the vaccines' benefits, Republican attorneys general in 
Louisiana, Alabama and Montana wrote to a Centers {·or Disease Control 
and Prevention COYID-19 task force leader requesting a pause in 
recommending that children and healthy young adults get vaccinated 
against the disease. 

The letter accused the CDC of providing "dismissive, misleading, and 
deadly advice" regarding incidents of heart inflammation among young 
people who get the vaccines. 

U.S. health officials paused the Johnson & Johnson's single-dose shot 
for II days earlier this year, after 15 vaccine recipients developed a 
highly unusual kind of blood clot out of nearly 8 million people given 
the J&J shot. Experts said Wednesday that there also seems to be a link 
between the Pfizer and Moderna shots and some cases of heart 
inflammation. 

Johnson's seat is up for election in 2022 and he has not yet said 
whether he will seek a third term. 
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Associated Press writer Kevin McGill in New Orleans contributed to this 
report. 

CNN.com 
Friday, June 25, 202 1 

Cases of type 2 diabetes among children more than doubled during the 
coronavirus pandemic, research finds 

By Lauren Mascarenhas, CNN 

(CNN)Cases of type 2 diabetes among children more than doubled during 
the coronavirus pandemic at one Louisiana hospital, according to 
research presented Friday. The researchers say the cases increased in 
severity, too. 

Dr. Danie l Hsia, an associate professor at Pennington Biomedical 
Research Center i11 Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and colleagues looked at the 
hospitalization rate for new onset type 2 diabetes among children at 
Our Lady of the Lake Children's Hospital. 

From March to December 2019, the rate was .27% -- 8 cases out of2,964 
hospitalizations. During the same period in 2020, the rate jumped to 
.62% --17 cases out of 2, 729 hospitalizations. 

"These are very smal l numbers," Hsia told CNN. "We're a single 
hospital, but we think that we may be a microcosm of what's happening 
across the country." 

Type 2 diabetes is by far the most conunon type of diabetes, and it's 
associated with obesity, poor diet and a lack of exercise. 

Among the 25 cases of type 2 diabetes over both years, 23 were in Black 
children, the team noted. Black, Latinx, Asian, Native American, Alaska 
Native and Pacific Islander children may be at increased risk for type 
2 diabetes, according to the US Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. Hsia said these existing health disparities may have 
worsened over the course of the pandemic. 

"Risk factors for type two diabetes may worsen even more during a time 
like this, where they have to stay home, and they don't have access to 
healthy foods and physical activity, and there are sleep disturbances," 
Hsia said. 

Children who were admitted for type 2 diabetes in 2020 had more severe 
symptoms than children admitted in 2019, the team said. They had higher 
blood sugar levels and signs of more severe dehydration -- caused when 
the body tries to get rid of excess glucose through urination. 

Dr. Lily Chao, interim medical diabetes director at Children's Hospital 
Los Angeles, said she's seen the same trend in her hospital, 
particularly in cases of ketoacidosis, a severe complication of 
diabetes that occurs when the body does not have enough insulin. 
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"Historically, in people with type 2 diabetes, the rates vary from 5 to 
10% in our hospital ," said Chao. "In this past year, our rates went up 
to 20% of new type 2 diabetes cases presenting in that severe state." 
Chao noted that her hospital serves a primarily Latinx population. 

"There arc reports of new-onset diabetes that occur after someonc's 
been infected with the SARS-CoV-2 virus," said Chao. "We know the Covid 
pandemic disproportionally affected people of color. What we don't know 
is how many of these cases arc related to prior exposure to the virus." 

A new lifestyle 

Andrew Aparicio, a 17-year-old patient of Chao's, said it was about a 
year ago when he started experiencing stomach cramps and fatigue. At 
ftrst, he thought it could be coronavirus. 

"I wasn't eating. I would be sleeping most of the day and not doing 
anything," Aparicio said. 

His father took him to the hospital, where he stayed for a week and was 
diagnosed with type 2 diabetes. Aparicio said the news came as a shock. 

"I left the hospital pretty traumatized," Aparicio said. "What happened 
to me really scared me." 

Aparicio said he weighed around 257 pounds at the time, "Being stuck at 
home all day, I would just eat. Covid kind of messed me up." 

He started taking medication, scheduling workouts and eating healthier. 

"Andrew's case is really inspirational," said Chao. "It is extremely 
difficult for many of our young people to really accomplish what he has 
in terms of motivation to stay as physically active as he has and to 
exercise that discipline." 

A year later and about 120 pounds lighter, Aparicio is ready to take on 
his senior year of high school. He no longer needs the same level of 
medication to manage his diabetes and says that in a few months, he may 
be able to stop taking some medication completely -- a sign that he is 
doing much better. 

"Overall, I'm both mentally and physically happy with the change I've 
been able to accomplish," he said. "I have a whole new lifestyle." 

A growing problem 

Children and teens almost never got type 2 diabetes until recently, 
according to the CDC, which now says the condition is a growing problem 
among pediatric patients. 

"Getting diabetes at this age is very different than getting diabetes 
as an adult," said Chao. "The complications occur sooner. It is a much 
more pro~:,rressive condition." 

Hsia says additional research is needed to understand the factors 
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driving the increase in cases, but the lifestyle changes associated 
with the pandemic -- including less physical activity and more screen 
time-- could drive weight gain in children. 

"The little weight changes and small amounts of weight gain can 
certainly tip the scale and cause someone to develop type 2 diabetes," 
Hsia said. 

Doctors say symptoms to look out for include increased fatigue, thirst, 
urination, and sudden, unexplained weight loss. 

The CDC says having a family member with type 2 diabetes, being born to 
a mother with diabetes while pregnant, and having conditions related to 
insulin resistance can place children at increased risk. The agency 
advises that children who are overweight and have a combination of risk 
factors check with their doctor about getting their blood sugar tested. 

Associated Press 
Saturday, June 26, 2021 

I st Post-Pandemic Cruise Ship From US Sails Away 

By ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON andMARTALAVANDlER 
The Associated Press 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) --The first cruise ship to leave a U.S. 
port since the coronavirus pandemic brought the industry to a 15-month 
standsti ll sailed away on Saturday with nearly all vaccinated 
passengers on board. 

Celebrity Edge departed Fort Lauderdale, Florida, at 6 p.m. with the 
number of passengers limited to about 40% capacity, and with nearly all 
I, I 00 passengers vaccinated against COVID-19. Celebrity Cruises, one of 
Roya l Caribbean Cruise's brands, says 99% of the passengers are 
vaccinated, we ll over the 95% requirement imposed by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

A giant g reeting was projected on a wall of one of the port buildings: 
"Someday is here. Welcome back." 

Passengers arri ved with matching T-shirts that read phrases such as 
"straight outta vaccination" and "vaccinated and ready to cruise." 

"Words can't describe how excited we are to be a parr of this historic 
sailing today," said Elizabeth Rosner, 28, who moved from Michigan to 
Orlando, Florida, in December 2019 with her fiance just to be close to 
the cruise industry's hub. 

To comply with both the CDC's requirement and a new Florida law banning 
businesses from requiring customers to show proof of vaccination, 
Celebri ty Cruises asked guests if they would like to share their 
vaccination status. Those who did not show or say they are vaccinated 
face additional restrictions. 
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Saturday's sailing kicks off the cruise lines' return to business with 
Carnival vessels a lready scheduled to depart from other ports next 
month. 

"This is an emotional day for me. When I stepped on board the ship, I 
was proud. It's a beautiful ship," said Royal Caribbean Cruises' CEO 
Richard Fain, after expressing condolences to the victims of the 
Surfside building collapse, less than 15 miles (about 24 kilometers) 
south ofthe port. 

Celebrity Cruises had unveiled the $1 billion boat in December 20 18 -­
betting on luxury cruising, offering a giant spa and multi floor suites. 
The seven-night cruise will sail for three days in the Western 
Caribbean waters before making stops in Costa Maya, Cozumel and Nassau. 

The ship is led by Capt. Kate McCue, the first American woman to 
captain a cruise ship, who has more than l million followers on TikTok. 

"You can truly feel the palpable sense of excitement and energy amongst 
the group as we prepare for our welcoming of our first guests," McCue 
said. "I've never honestly seen a group so excited to get back to 
work." 

Industry officials are hoping all goes smooth to move past a chapter 
last year of deadly outbreaks on cruise ships that prompted ships to be 
rejected at ports and passengers to be forced into quarantine. Some 
passengers died ofCOVID-19 at sea while others fell so ill they had to 
be carried out of the vessels on stretchers. 

The CDC extended no-sail orders repeatedly last year as the pandemic 
raged, and came up with strict requirements for the industry that have 
already been contested in court by the state of Florida. Florida Gov. 
Ron DeSantis says the industry generates billions for the state's 
economy. 

On Saturday, officials at Port Everglades in Fort Lauderdale said only 
that port lost more than $30 million in revenue in fiscal year 2020 
from the cruise shutdown. 

During that hiatus, Carnival, Norwegian and Royal Caribbean, the three 
largest cruise companies, have had to raise more than $40 billion in 
financing just to stay afloat. Collectively they lost $20 billion last 
year and another $4.5 billion in the first quarter of2021, according 
to Securities and Exchange Conunission filings. 

The pandemic forced Kurt and Carol Budde to cancel their beach 
celebration wedding aboard the world's largest ship, Symphony of the 
Seas, in March 2020. COYID-19 halted cruising six days before they were 
scheduled to tie the knot in St. Maarten. Kurt Budde's part-time gig as 
a travel agent also dried up. 

"It's a honeymoon make-up cruise," said Kurt Budde, sporting matching 
shirts with the phrase "On Cruise ControL" 

"We arc living our best lives post COVID today," he said. 
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CNN.com 
Saturday, June 26, 2021 

How the first cruise of the Covid era got ready to safely set sai l 

By Andrea Kane and Nadia Kounang, CNN 

(CNN)It's anchors aweigh and full steam ahead for the Celebrity Edge. 
On Saturday, the cruise ship, owned by the Royal Caribbean Group, will 
become the first to sail from a U.S. port since the US Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention brought the industry to a halt more than 
15 months ago with a no-sail order that was ultimately extended a 
number of times. it is scheduled to sail from Fort Lauderdale on a 
seven-night trip that will take it around the Caribbean, with ports of 
call in Mexico and the Bahamas. 

CNN Chief Medical Correspondent Dr. San jay Gupta got an exclusive early 
look at the procedures and safety features in place to make cruising in 
the Covid era possible. The question is, will they be enough to keep 
passengers and crew coronavirus-free? 

Smooth sai ling or troubled waters? 

For die-hard cruise fans, this event, after several false starts, has 
been a long time coming. For the more skeptical, the event is tempting 
fate to once again reveal that cruise ships are floating petri dishes 
for one infectious disease or another. It will be a long while before 
the world forgets the high-profile saga of the Diamond Princess, which 
saw more than 700 coronavirus infections on board, and others like it 
-- a situation made worse and more dramatic by nationwide lockdowns and 
travel bans that I ell some ships literally racing toward any welcoming 
port. 

For cru ising to be possible in the Covid era, leaders in the industry 
convened the Healthy Sail Panel -- which included experts in the public 
health, infectious diseases, biosecurity, maritime and hospitality 
industries -- to come up with recommendations to make the experience 
healthier and safer for guests and crew. These wide-ranging 
recommendations, developed before vaccines became available, dovetail 
with the Covid-19 Member Policy of the industry's largest trade g roup, 
Cruise Lines international Association, and with the requirements and 
guidelines for cruise ships set forth by the CDC, which has been -- up 
to now-- deciding the circumstances under which ships can sai l from 
the United States. 

Dr. Calvin Johnson, the chief medical officer for Celebrity, told CNN 
neither he nor the crew are apprehensive. "I think everyone really 
believes in --because they were part of it-- the protocols that we've 
developed, the processes we put in place," he said. 

"This has been over a year of consistent, methodical, science-based, 
operational examinations to look at the business, how it operates, and 
how we can do it safely. Putting in place protocols to protect our 
crew, and then looking at what it will look like when our guests come 
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back to protect them -- and so it's been a process that brought us to 
this place," he said. 

The industry battens down the hatches 

So, what's the plan to make sailing safer? This summer at least, there 
will be fewer people on board; the Edge is sailing at 40% of its 
capacity. Because the coronavirus is spread through airborne particles, 
fewer people, less crowding and good ventilation can make a big 
di fferenee. 

"For this start-up period, we're sailing with a reduced capacity to 
give us all a chance to get used to the protocols and to really allow 
for natural social distancing," said Susan Lomax, head of global public 
relations at Celebrity Cruises. She said the cruise line does not plan 
to exceed 50% capacity on any of its trips this summer. Because of the 
reduced capacity, cabin occupancy will be spaced out and people will be 
put into cabins with windows that face outward. Crew members will get 
their own cabins. 

Lomax said filtration experts from the University of Nebraska were 
asked to evaluate the ventilation/HYAC system and pronounced it "better 
than what hospitals have." 

Linsey Marr, an environmental engineer and professor at Virginia Tech, 
agrees the Edge's ventilation system is more than adequate. "The 
combination of high air change rates and high-quality filters ... will 
greatly reduce the amount of virus that can build up in the air. Thus, 
it is unlikely that people will be exposed to elevated levels of virus 
in cabins and public indoor spaces," she told CNN. "If this is the 
case, then the biggest risk comes from being in close proximity, within 
the exhaled respiratory plume of an infected individual." 

Yuguo Li, from the department of mechanical engineering at The 
University of Hong Kong, sides with Marr. 

"Taking all evidence so far, I highly believe that SARS-CoV-2 is 
predominantly transmitted by the short-range inhalation route in 
inadequately ventilated spaces. We have studied about 20 outbreaks of 
SARS-Co V -2, and performed ventilation measurement for I 0 of them, all 
supporting this hypothesis," Li wrote in an email. His study on the 
Diamond Princess was published online in April in the journal Building 
and Environment and his editorial appeared in the journal Indoor Air in 
mid-May. 

"For the Diamond Princess outbreak, we showed that their cabin 
ventilation might be sufficient, and suspect that infections occurred 
in the public areas. There are two major factors in these public areas: 
First, in gyms and dancing floors, people perform high [energy] 
activities with more droplet release and higher inhalation flow, hence 
infection risks are high ... Second, if occupancy is not controlled in 
these public spaces, the ventilation per person can be even lower. In 
some spaces such as restaurants, people cannot wear masks," he 
explained. 

On the Edge, other procedural changes include staggered arrival and 
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departure times to prevent large crowds, and a muster drill -- the 
mandatory safety exercise done at the start of every trip -- done 
virtually instead of in person, again to avoid large crowds. And, food 
lovers need not fear: the all-you-can-eat buffets will still be a 
staple of the dining experience, but instead of self-serve, crew 
members will lend a hand. 

In the unfommate event of an outbreak, the Edge has the capacity to 
manage 33 patients, and there are four ICU beds. The entire medical 
area is on a separate ventilation system. 

Contact tracing plans that make use of the ship's CCTV have been drawn 
up, there are protocols for isolation and quarantining, and 
disinfection procedures following positive cases. 

Importantly, Royal Caribbean has agreements with a number of countries 
to act as disembarkation ports, should there be a need to get people 
off the ship. 

"There's no longer aDy 'Oh my gosh, we're sailing for days and no one 
will take us,'" said Lomax. "There's no reason to wait till the end of 
the cruise; we have the ability to go to those disembarkation ports if 
and as needed." 

Vaccines are game changers 

But everyone, from those in the cruise industry to health experts, says 
the real game changers are vaccines, which offer up to 95% protection 
against symptomatic Covid-19. Even ifthere are breakthrough 
infections, vaccines reduce the amount of virus in the body, making 
people less infectious to others. 

"It's really the vaccines that have enabled us to return to cruising 
with a low enough level of risk of transmission," said Marr. 

On the Edge, 100% of the crew and at least 95% ofpassengers arc 
vaccinated, which considerably lowers the risk of people getting 
infected and sparking an outbreak. 

However effective vaccines are, it's unclear whether, when and where 
they can be mandated on future cruises. The CDC current.ly advises 
unvaccinated people against going on a cruise -- but that's just 
guidance. Additionally, Florida is one of several states that has 
banned businesses from requiring customers to provide proof of 
vaccination, although upcoming cruises leaving from ports in Washington 
state and Alaska are expected to have vaccination requirements. 

And to top it off, a federal district judge in Tampa recently concluded 
the CDC's restrictions on the cruise industry are likely 
unconstitutional and the agency is overstepping its legal authority. 

So, starting July 18, the agency will no longer be able to enforce its 
sailing rules, including requirements that either 95% of passengers be 
vaccinated or that the ship successfully conduct a simulated voyage. 

The judge gave the CDC until July 2 to propose more modest guidelines. 
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Jn navigating these murky, fluctuating rules, Lomax said that the Edge 
capped at 5% the number of cabins for people who choose not to disclose 
their vaccination status. They are counted as unvaccinated. People 
presumed to be unvaccinated will have to wear masks in public areas and 
will also have to undergo additional Covid-19 testing-- both to board 
and midway through the cruise -- at their own expense. Everybody has to 
be tested before disembarking in the United States. 

"With 95% of passengers vaccinated, that's far more than we have in any 
country. And we know that the higher vaccination rates have really 
brought down cases. So I think it's probably reasonable for healthy 
vaccinated people to go on a cruise," said Marr. "The risk of an 
outbreak on a cruise ship, together with the measures that they're 
taking requiring unvaccinated people to wear masks, the overall risk of 
an outbreak should be quite low. And I'd be surprised if we saw 
something like the Diamond Princess again." 

But, despite all the precautions, the experience is still nor 
guaranteed to be I 00% corona virus-free, if the Celebrity Millennium is 
any example. That ship, carrying the first North American paying 
passengers, set sail in early June out of St. Maarten, and made several 
ports of cal I. The crew were all fully vaccinated as were more than 95% 
of passengers. Nonetheless, two passengers tested positive for 
corona virus at the end of the trip. 

"In term of vaccination, the protection is not I 00%. Sufficient 
vaccination protects us from developing a chain of infection, i.e. 
sustained infection in a large population but ... that means sporadic 
outbreaks can still occur particularly with the new variants of 
concern," Li noted. 

Johnson, Celebrity's CMO, said the incident was unfortunate but it 
shows the system is working. "It certainly got my attention," he said. 

"But we also know that, if we look [at) the world around us, in every 
venue infections are happening every day. And so we fully anticipate 
that. .. as thorough as our efforts are and as much as we do prevent, on 
the front end, virus from coming on board the ship, that it can 
happen," he said. "It's why we have protocols, we have a process; we've 
trained our fo lks to know what to do when we do identify this. We work 
very quickly to identify and isolate that, and prevent and stop the 
spread." 

But perhaps the most reassuring statement for would-be cruise goers 
comes from Marr, who said that she would not stop her healthy, 
vaccinated, 70-year-old cruise-loving mother from taking one. 

CNN Health's Keri Enriquez and Michael Nedelman contributed to this 
story 

Wall Street Journal 
Monday, June 28, 202 1, page A4 
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Virus-Origin Review Likely to Be Unclear 

Biden administration warns that the hunt for clues is a challenge for 
U.S. spy agencies 

By Michael R. Gordon and Warren P. Strobel 

Biden administration officials are cautioning that a 90-day review into 
the origins of the Covid-19 vin1s may not produce a definitive 
explanation as intelligence agencies take on the challenge of 
unraveling the global pandemic. 

Spy agencies conducting the review have yet to find conclusive evidence 
that would settle the debate over whether the virus came from human 
contact with an infected animal or was leaked from a Chinese government 
virology lab, a person familiar with the efforts said. 

President Biden is due to receive a 45-day update in mid-July, and 
administration officials said that even partial progress might narrow 
differences among scientists, politicians and intelligence experts and 
turn up c lues for further investigation. 

Mr. Biden "is mindful of the fact that after 90 days we may not have an 
absolutely definitive answer, but he wanted a focused, intense, 
time-bound effort," a senior administration official said. 

Experts say that knowing the origins of Covid-1 9 could be important in 
preparing for future pandemics. The virus has killed more than 600,000 
Americans and nearly four million people world-wide, and disn1pted the 
global economy. 

The review is being overseen by Director of National Inte lligence Avril 
Haines, a lawyer and fom1er deputy director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency. It requires the vast intelligence community to train its 
resources on an area it has long treated as far less of a priority than 
spying on the Russian military, terrorist dangers or China's weapons 
buildup: the detection and analysis of global pandemics. 

Ms. Haines told lawmakers this spring she had hired additional 
personnel to work on pandemic threats. 

Absent a breakthrough, the review faces many obstacles, chief among 
them China's refusal to provide further access to data and scientists 
from the Wuhan Institute of Virology, a biosecurity lab that has 
studied coronaviruses. China has said the search should tum to other 
countries and cited tbe conclusion of a World Health Organization-led 
team of experts early this year that a lab leak was "extremely 
unlikely." 

A daily intelligence briefing Mr. Biden received in the Oval Office in 
February showed the difficulties the intelligence community has had in 
identi fyi ng the source of the virus. Intelligence officials told Mr. 
Biden during that session they had numerous questions about the origin 
of the virus but didn't have "high confidence" in any particular 
explanation, more than a year after the virus was first detected in the 
Chinese city of Wuhan. 
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Mr. Biden instructed national security adviser Jake Sullivan to follow 
up, which he did in a meeting with intelligence officials in early 
March. The White House ordered a written assessment from intelligence 
officials. Delivered to Mr. Biden in May, the assessment showed one 
intelligence agency leaning toward the hypothesis that the virus leaked 
out of a lab and two intelligence agencies leaning toward the view that 
it arose naturally -- all with low or moderate confidence. 

That inconclusive assessment and China's statement to the WHO that it 
considered the Covid-19 origins investigation in its country to be 
complete, led to Mr. Bidcn's order to mount what a senior 
administration official called an "all hands on deck effort" over a 
90-day period. 

Within Ms. Haines's office, officials said, the review is being 
coordinated by the National Counterproliferation Center, which oversees 
intelligence efforts to combat nuclear, chemical and biological 
proliferation. 

The National Security Agency, the officials said, will look for c lues 
in its vast stores of i11tercepted foreign electronic communications, 
most of which aren't analyzed in real time. The effort is being aided 
by experts from government labs, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the Natiooallnstitutes of Health and other parts of the 
Department of Health and Human Services. Experts outside the government 
are being consulted, as are allied intelligence agencies. 

One outcome, Mr. Biden said in May, could be a list of specific 
questions that the U.S. would put to China as well as recommendations 
on what additional inquiries might be needed. 

Given the possibility that the intelligence review might be 
inconclusive, there arc already calls by leading lawmakers, some 
experts outside government and a grass-roots group of people affected 
by Covid-19 for an independent national commission. 

"There has not yet been a properly organized, independent, scientific 
evaluation of all of the available evidence," said Philip Zelikow, the 
former executive director of the commission on the 9/ 11 teJTOr attacks. 
Mr. Zelikow is heading a planning group, backed by prominent 
foundations, for a possible commission to investigate how Covid-19 
emerged and how to prepare for future pandemics. 

The Trump admiJ1istration didn't organize an intensive governmentwide 
review into Covid-l9's origins, though intelligence agencies and the 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory probed the matter, former Trump 
administration officials said. 

WSJ.com 
Saturday, June 26, 2021 

What We Know About the Origins ofCovid-1 9 
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Key findings from The Wall Street Journal's investigation into bow the 
global pandemic began 

By Drew Hinshaw, Jeremy Page and Betsy McKay 

Tt is among the world's most consequential mysteries: Where did the 
corona virus that killed millions of people and shattered the global 
economy come from? 

The Wall Street Journal has covered the global quest for answers, 
tracking the World Health Organization, doctors and scientists in China 
and around the world, the U.S. intelligence community and the vast 
network of disease specialists, all struggling to piece together a 
puzzling set of disparate clues. Here are some of the key findings: 

I. A WHO-led inquiry into the origins of the virus was stymied from the 
start. 

A Journal investigation found China resisted international pressure for 
an investigation it saw as an attempt to assign blame, delayed the 
probe for months, secured veto rights over participants and insisted 
its scope encompass other countries as well. The WHO-led team that 
traveled to China in early 2021 to investigate the origins of the virus 
struggled to get a clear picture of what research China was conducting 
beforehand, faced constraints during its monthlong visit and had little 
power to conduct thorough, impartial research without the blessing of 
China's government. In their final report, the investigators said 
insufficient evidence meant they couldn't yet resolve when, where and 
how the virus began spreading. 

2. China withheld data on potential early cases and delayed sharing 
information on animals sold at a market where the first cluster was 
found. 

Chinese authorities refused to provide WHO investigators with raw data 
on confirmed and potential early Covid-19 cases that could help 
determine how and when the coronavints t:irst began to spread in China. 
Chinese researchers also directed a U.S. government archive to delete 
gene sequences of early Covid-19 cases , removing an important clue. 

For months before the WHO investigators arrived, Beijing declined to 
disclose infonnation about samples authorities took in the first weeks 
of the pandemic from animals sold at the Wuhan market linked to many 
early cases . During their visit, the investigators found no proof of 
live mammals being sold at that market and quoted market authorities 
saying there was no illegal wildlife traded there. A study later 
suggested the Wuhan market was the site of widespread trading in 
illegal caged wildUfe, providing evidence that the virus could have 
spread naturally from market animals to humans. 

3. The question of whether a lab accident was the cause of the pandemic 
remains unanswered. 

Since the early days of the pandemic, questions have surrounded the 
Wuhan Institute of Virology and whether an accident at one of its labs 
could have caused the pandemic . The WHO-led team declared that a lab 
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accident was an extremely unlikely cause of the pandemic. But 
aftenvard, WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus called for 
further investigation into the lab-leak hypothesis. 

A group of leading scientists also published an open letter saying the 
lab hypothesis was plausible enough to merit serious consideration. 
Other scientists sought more information about the WTV's role in 
investigating a mysterious respiratory illness that afflicted six 
people clearing bat guano from a mine in southwest China in 2012. Three 
of them died, and samples the WIV took from bats in the mine were later 
found to contain the closest known virus on earth to the one that 
causes Covid-19. 

Unanswered questions about the miners' illness, the viruses found at 
the site and the research done with them elevated into the mainstream 
an idea once dismissed as a conspiracy theory: that SARS-CoV-2, the 
v irus that causes Covid-19, might have leaked from a lab in Wuhan. 
China denies that the virus came from the Wuhan Institute of Virology 
or any other Chinese laboratory. 

4. International pressure for a fuller inquiry into the origins of the 
virus grows. 

The WHO-led investigators have pushed for a second phase of research 
into the origins of the virus, wanling that time was running out to 
examine blood samples and other important clues in China. Meanwhile, 
the Journal disclosed a U.S. intelligence report asserting that three 
WIV researchers became sufficiently ill in November 2019 to seek 
hospital care. In late May, President Biden ordered that U.S. 
intelligence agencies report to him within 90 days on how the vints 
emerged , with a focus on two scenarios--whether the coronavirus came 
from human contact with an infected animal or from a laboratory 
accident. 

Meanwhile, China said further investigations should now tlnll to other 
countries, suggesting that the virus might have mig inatcd outside its 
borders and spread via frozen food. 

5. Other efforts to trace the path of the pandemic continue. 

As part of an international effort to pinpoint the origin of the 
Covid-19 pandemic and prevent future disease outbreaks, scientists 
around the world and organizations such as the American Red Cross and 
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention are looking for new 
clues in frozen blood , searching for SARS-CoV-2 antibodies or signs of 
infection. 

Other independent scientists are also trying to piece together a 
picture of how the virus could have been evolving before it exploded in 
late 2019. Many scientists believe that the most likely explanation is 
that the virus evolved and jumped from an animal to humans naturally, 
given evidence that two other coronaviruses spilled over to humans that 
way in the past two decades and signs of ample opportunity for that to 
occur. 

At least four recent studies have identified coronaviruses closely 
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related to the pandemic strain in bats and pangolins in Southeast Asia 
and Japan, a sign that these pathogens are more widespread than 
previously known and that there was ample opportunity for the virus to 
evolve. 

Business I nsidcr.com 
Sunday, June 27,2021 

The US is concealing its research on deadly viruses -- while criticizing 
China's secrecy over the Wuhan lab 

Mattathias Schwartz 

In January 2020, an obscure government panel met at the Hyatt Regency 
in Bethesda, Maryland, to discuss a branch of virology known as "gain 
of function." The goal of such research is to take infectious diseases 
-- including the viruses that can cause pandemics -- and alter them in 
ways that make them deadlier or more transmissible, in the hope of 
getting a jump on outbreaks. lt was two days after the United States 
had its first confirmed case ofCOYID-19, but the empty seats in the 
Hyatt conference room were due to lack of interest, not social 
distancing. 

The gathering "couldn't be more timely," said David Christian Hassell, 
a career official at the Department of Health and Human Services, as he 
began loading slides for his presentation. "We're seeing this virus 
reassort and mutate as it spreads. It's just pointing out the need for 
doing this kind of work." 

In fact, many critics would soon be pointing to the COVlD pandemic as 
the ultimate proof that gain-of-function research needs to be shut 
down. At the time, the virus was still widely viewed as a problem 
confined to China, where it originated. Later, as the US went into 
lockdown, President Trump would try to rebrand the pandemic as the 
"China virus." The city ofWuhan was home to a laboratory conducting 
"experimental investigations" into what it called the "origin, 
diversity, capacity to cause illness, and risk of spillover" from bat 
coronaviruses. If an altered virus escaped from the lab, then 
gain-of-function research might have accidentally caused the very sort 
of pandemic it's intended to prevent. 

Trump's national-security adviser accused the Chinese government of 
engaging in a "cover-up" of what happened in Wuhan. But as the meeting 
in Bethesda demonstrated, the Chinese have nothing on the US when it 
comes to keeping secrets about dangerous viral research. 

Discussion at the meeting focused on the government committee that 
recommends which studies get funded -- and which are too dangerous to 
perform. Its formal name is the P3CO Review Group. The group is cloaked 
in an opacity even more impenetrable than the one surrounding the 
military's drone-strike program or FTSA's wiretapping court. Until that 
morning at the Hyatt, when Hassell identified himself as chair ofP3CO, 
no one beyond a handful of officials knew who served on the panel. Only 
federal employees are pennitted to take part in its proceedings, which 



Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch, Inc.

are kept confidential; neither academia nor industry is represented. 
Even as Trump accused the Chinese of a cover-up, Americans had no way 
of knowing what their own government was doing to protect them from 
some of the riskiest science since the development of the atomic bomb. 

"This lack of transparency is unacceptable," two scientists from 
Harvard and Johns Hopkins argued in The Washington Post. "Making 
decisions to approve potentially dangerous research in secret betrays 
the government's responsibility to inform and involve the public when 
approving endeavors, whether scientific or otherwise, that could put 
health and lives at risk." 

Oflicials insist that the ncar-total secrecy surrounding P3CO is 
necessary ''to preserve confidentiality and to allow for candid critique 
and discussion of individual proposals." A spokesperson for Health and 
Human Services told Insider that the review group meets "as needed," 
and that its membership varies depending on the proposal under review. 

At the Hyatt meeting, which was prompted by scientists sounding the 
alarm over the apocalyptic risks of gain-of-function studies, Hassell 
said he was open to broadening P3CO's authority and defended the 
integrity of its process. "This isn't some rubber-stamp group," Hassell 
said. "Right now, you don't see evidence of that. But it is a very 
tough group." 

At the moment, unfortunately, we have little choice but to take 
Hassell's word for it. What we do know is that the group weighed in on 
--and approved --at least one gain-of-function study conducted on 
American soil. The research, which took place at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison in 20 19, sought to make the deadly H5N I bird flu 
transmissible between mammals. Another study, conducted at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 20 I 5, created a new 
"chimeric" hybrid that combined elements from bat and mouse 
corona viruses. 

We may never know for certain how the corona virus made the jump from 
animals to humans. But even the slightest possibility of a lab leak 
should be worrisome enough to warrant a hard look at whether the 
benefits of gain-of-function research outweigh the risks, and who gets 
to make the call about which experiments move forward. Billions of 
people, after all, would suffer if a risky experiment inadvertently 
starts the next pandemic. "It is unethical to put the general public at 
risk," David Reiman, a microbiologist at Stanford, said in a Nature 
roundtable, "and then minimize inclusion of the public in discussions 
about the appropriateness and oversight of such research." 

Uncalculated risks 

There's no question that tinkering with infectious diseases in the lab 
has saved lives. It was passing the yellow-fever virus through chicken 
cells, for example, that enabled researchers to create a vaccine for 
humans. And herpes viruses have been altered in the lab to create a 
treatment for cancer. Today, according to one of the funders of the 
Wuhan bat studies, hybrid viruses developed in the lab were used as 
reagents to test possible vaccines. 
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Michael Imperiale, a professor of microbiology and immunology at the 
University of Michigan, says that gain-of-function studies have made 
important contributions to biomedical research. The studies on H5N I 
bird flu , he told me, provided vital insights into protein changes that 
could allow for human-to-human transmission. "The better we get at 
making these kinds of correlations," he said, "the further ahead we'll 
be in the game of anticipating dangerous pathogens." 

There aren't many scientists who conduct gain-of-function research. 
"It's a very small part of virology," Richard Ebright, a critic of 
gain-of-function research who teaches molecular biology at Rutgers 
University, told me. "Less than l %."And it would be wrong to suggest 
that biomedical research as a whole is unregulated. The federa l 
government has a nwnber of regulations that cover the conduct of 
scientific research, including special rules for 67 "select agents and 
toxins." Among them is SARS-CoY-2, the virus that causes COVID- 19. 

But what biomedicine lacks is anything approaching a consensus about 
risk. The potential dangers of gain-of-function research were apparent 
long before the events in Wuhan drew attention to them. One 
comprehensive survey found that over a period of 75 years, there were 
I ,267 documented cases of "laboratory-acquired infections," or LAis, 
caused by exposure to the kind of pathogens used in gain-of-function 
experiments, which resulted in 22 deaths. Infections by the deadliest 
agents in high-security labs appear to be far less frequent-- there 
were only II self-reported LATs over a period of seven years. 

There is sharp disagreement among scientists about the risk that a 
deadly gain-of-function pathogen could escape from a lab. Marc 
Lips itch, a professor of epidemiology at Harvard, has estimated that it 
would take only one year of experimenting on a flu virus to put the 
risk of infecting a single person at I in l ,000. But Ron Fouchier, who 
induced mutations in H5N l avian flu to make it transmissible between 
ferrets, calculated that under the safety measures in his own lab, it 
would take a million years of research to infect a single person --and 
33 billion years before an infected lab worker spread the disease to 
others. "This probability," he wrote, "could be assigned the term 
'negligible,' given that the age of our planet is only 5 billion 
years." 

Whatever the overall risks, there have already been some close calls. 
In 20 14, fears of a lab-spawned pandemic, along with the Ebola outbreak 
in West Africa, spurred the Obama administration to impose a two-year 
moratorium on government funding for gain-of-function studies. 
Unsecured vials of smallpox from the 1950s turned up in a storage room 
at the Centers for Disease Control. In another incident, the CDC 
mistakenly sent samples of the virulent H5N l flu to a lab in Athens, 
Georgia. And in a third mishap, as many as 75 CDC employees were 
accidentally exposed to anthrax when they handled samples they thought 
were inactive. 

While none of the incidents involved gain-of-function studies, they 
underscore the risks inherent to cutting-edge biomedical research and 
the difficulty of solving for human error. At the time the moratorium 
was imposed, 19 studies identified as possible gain-of-function 
research were underway in 11 states. Health and Human Services set 
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about devising a framework for evaluating the risks, which led to the 
establishment of the P3CO review group. 

But even after the moratorium was lifted in 2017, the lab accidents 
kept coming. In 2019, the CDC briefly shut down the Pentagon's 
biodefense lab at Fort Detrick after numerous containment failures. And 
in April 2020, as the nation went into lockdown, a scientist at the 
University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill was forced to 
self-quarantine for two weeks after being bitten by a mouse that had 
been infected with a strain of the virus that causes COVID-19. Research 
at UNC --some of which was carried out with the assistance of Shi 
Zhcngli, who led the expe1iments on bat coronaviruses at the Wuhan 
Institute of Virology-- resulted in four incidents of potential human 
exposure to SARS coronaviruses. UNC confirmed to ProPublica that the 
viruses had been created in a lab. 

Ralph Baric, who helped lead the UNC research, has denied that it 
involved gain of function. Zhengli, meanwhile, told The New York Times 
that the Wuhan lab "never conducted or cooperated in conducting GOF 
experiments that enhance the virulence of viruses." (She did not 
comment on whether the lab was trying to enhance the transmissibility 
of viruses, which is another key criterion for gain of function.) Dr. 
Anthony Fauci and the Nationallnstitute of Health, which provided 
funding for the Wuhan experiments, also insisted that the work did not 
involve any gain-of-function research. The study was "subjected to 
rigorous peer review and was judged to be very high priority, given how 
SARS-CoV had already emerged in this bat population," an NTH 
spokesperson told Insider. 

Experts I spoke with were skeptical of the NIH's claim that the Wuhan 
study didn't involve gain of function, noting that the term is subject 
to competing definitions. But when it comes to oversight, the NIH's 
dc.finition -- which is extremely narrow -- is the one that counts. The 
agency told The Washington Post that the Wuhan study was determined to 
be "outside the scope" of oversight by the P3CO committee. 

It's a telling admission: What turned out to be one of the most 
controversial and perhaps consequential experiments in history was 
deemed not to require government oversight. As a result, the grant 
proposal was never even passed along to the P3CO review group. And 
there's no way to know the reasoning behind the decision, or the 
identities of the officials who made it. 

Made in the USA 

After much obstruction and foot dragging, most scientists now agree 
that there is a need to investigate what happened in Wuhan. At the end 
of May, President Biden ordered the intelligence community to conduct a 
90-day review of what they know about COVTD-19's origin. 

It's possible, of course, that the lab-leak scenario will turn out to 
be wrong. If, as many scientists believe, the virus had a natural 
origin, then the Wuhan lab-- now vilified by everyone from Mike Pompeo 
to Jon Stewart -- was actually conducting critical, prescient research 
into a soon-to-emerge disease. The lab would be held up as a shining 
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example of the need for gain-of-function research, which proponents 
view as the last line of defense in humanity's arms race against 
nature. Unless we know what could be headed our way, they argue, we 
won't have enough time to stop it. 

But the relentless focus on China-based research, and what may have 
gone wrong there, misses a deeper and more disturbing truth. The vast 
majority of virology -- including the Wuhan study and other 
gain-of-function research conducted outside the US -- is supported by 
American funding. The training, ethical guidelines, and standards for 
bioscience adhered to by top researchers worldwide are dominated by US 
institutions. If it becomes demonstrably true that a cutting-edge 
laboratory caused a pandemic, either now or in the future, America 
wou ld deserve the blame, regardless of which country happens to be 
hosting those experiments. And much like the international regulatory 
regime around nuclear weapons, any effort to create an independent 
authority capable of overseeing dangerous biomedical experiments would 
need to be spearheaded by the US. 

At the moment, though, we have no way of knowing the number or nature 
of studies working to change viruses in ways that could lead to the 
deaths of mill ions. Even more striking, the public bas no way to know 
who is responsible for reviewing those studies, or how they are making 
their decisions about funding. Regardless of how COYLD-19 emerged, we 
are being kept in the dark about scientific work that seeks, as its 
primary objective, to make the most frightening diseases more 
frightening. 

"Everyone on earth has now experienced a pandemic in their lifetimes," 
Ebright told me. "Nobody wants to see another. If there's even a 
possibility that this category of work caused this pandemic, or could 
result in the next pandemic, then it needs to be regulated." 

Global Times (China) 
Monday, June 28,2021 

Why US labs need to be investigated for COYID-19 origins 

Suspect No. I: Why Fort Detrick lab should be investigated for g lobal 
COVID-19 origins tracing 

By Fan Lingzhi, Huang Lanlan and Zhang Hui 

The lab-leak theory, that COYID-19 was leaked from a laboratory, has 
once again caused a clamor since the beginning of this year, months 
after the argument was thrown into the trash can of conspiracy theories 
by an overwhelming number of scientists. 

Observers found that things only get more complicated when the origins 
of the corona virus- an already difficult scientific issue- is 
entangled in political manipulation tricks. Combing through more than 
8,000 pieces of news reports related to the lab-leak theory, the Global 
Times found that as many as 60 percent of the coverage was from the US 
alone. 
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1t is worth noting that many media outlets in the US-led Western world, 
which hyped the lab-leak theory, are only willing to focus on the 
Chinese labs though they have been thoroughly investigated by the World 
Health Organization (WHO), while turning a blind eye to the more 
suspicious American biological research institutions, such as the 
infamous US Army Medical Research Institute ofTnfectious Diseases 
(USAMR!ID) at Fort Detrick, Maryland. 

The USAMRJID was temporarily shut down in 2019 after a Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) inspection. Although this 
mysterious lab reported the reason for the closure as "ongoing 
infrastructure issues with wastewater decontamination," the explanation 
was not persuasive enough. The Global Times found that the lab's 
failure to control toxins seemed to have alarmed the Countering Weapons 
of Mass Destruction related institutions in the US. 
Resurgence of lab-leak theory 

A joint study into the origins of COVID-19 by Chinese experts and the 
WHO in March dismissed the "lab-leak" conspiracy theory. More evidence 
pointed to the fact that the virus had probably jumped from bats to 
humans via another intermediary animal, and it was "extremely unlikely" 
that it leaked from a lab, the study report said. 

onetheless, the lab-leak theory bas not disappeared; instead, 
especially from the beginning of May, it has been largely promoted by 
some US politicians and media outlets as a "plausible science." In an 
article published on Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists on May 5, 
without any evidence, science writer Nicholas Wade claimed that 
"proponents of lab escape can explain all the available facts about 
SARS2 considerably more easily than can those who favor natural 
emergence." 

Days later, The Wall Street Journal reported on May 23 that three 
researchers at Wuhan Institute of Virology (WIV) "became sick enough in 
November 2019 that they sought hospital care," and they had "symptoms 
consistent with both Covid-19 and common seasonal illness." The WSJ 
report quoted a "previously undisclosed US intelligence report." 

On May 26, President Biden stated that he had ordered the US 
intelligence community to "redouble" its efforts to investigate the 
origins ofCOVID-19. The US national security adviser Jake Sullivan 
even claimed on June 20 that China will face "isolation in the 
international community" if it doesn't cooperate with a further probe 
into the origin of the COVID-19 pandemic, Bloomberg reported that day. 

Pressure from politicians and the media seems to have affected some 
authoritative medical scientists in the US, including Director of the 
US National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NTATO), 
Anthony Fauc i. On May 11 , after Rand Paul, a Republican to the Senate, 
accused Fauci of helping the Wuhan lab "create" the virus, Fauci 
strongly denied the accusation but said he is "fully in favor of any 
further investigation of what went on in China." 

This sudden change in attitude of some US experts is due to the 
political pressure they have received, a Chinese virologist told the 
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Global Times. "Western media like to ask the experts misguiding 
questions, like, 'is (lab leak) absolutely impossible?'" said the 
virologist who requested anonymity. 

It's very difficult for experts to answer a question like that, as the 
possibility, although very little, still exists, the virologist said. 
"All they can say is, 'it's possible,"' he told the Global Times. 
Actually, most experts usually add "but it's highly unlikely" after 
"it's possible," but the media only presents the part which confirms 
their own bias, he said. 

Big data shows the US is pushing the narrative of the COVID- 19 lab-leak 
theory. Among the 8,594 pieces of news report related to "lab leak" 
that database GDELT collected since 2020, 5,079 were from the US, 
accounting for 59 percent. Following the US was the UK (6 11 pieces) and 
Australia (597 pieces). Almost all the coverage targeted the WIV lab. 

While the US is solely focused on Chinese Jabs, the US seldom pays 
attention to the fault in its own domestic labs, some of which have 
even triggered virus-related accidents before. According to an August 
2020 article by ProPublica, an independent newsroom that produces 
investigative journalism, the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill reported 28 lab incidents involving genetically engineered 
organisms to safety officials at the National Institutes of Health 
between January 2015 and June 2020. "Six of the incidents involved 
various types of lab-created coronaviruses," Pro Publica said in the 
article. "Many were engineered to allow the study of the virus in 
mice." 

Weirdly, very few US mainstream media outlets have raised the question 
whether there is the possibility that COVID-19 was leaked from US labs, 
said the Chinese virologist. "They dare not ask that," he said. 

In an article published on the independent political blog site Moon of 
Alabama on May 27, the author pointed out that some Westerners' hyping 
of the Wuhan lab leak conspiracy is similar to the trick the US played 
in pushing the Iraq War in 2002- the US claimed "Saddam Hussein will 
soon have nuclear weapon," which was "obvious nonsense," the author 
said. 

"The 'lab leak' theory is similar to the WMD claim- evidence-free 
speculation long promoted by a neoconservative leaning administration 
that was extremely hostile to the 'guilty' country in question," said 
the author. 

The lab-leak theory, therefore, "isn't just about an implausible, 
evidence free tale of a SARS-CoV-2 lab escape," the author noted. "It 
is a campaign launched to depict China as an enemy of humankind." 
Inti concerns on US bio-labs 

The US has many bio-labs in 25 countries and regions across the Middle 
East, Africa, Southeast Asia and the fom1er Soviet Union states, with 
16 in Ukraine alone. Some of these labs have seen large-scale outbreaks 
of measles and other dangerous infectious diseases, according to media 
reports. 
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The international community has frequently expressed concern over US' 
biological militarization activities in other countries. 

In October 2020, Deputy Chairman of the Security Council of Russia, 
Dmitry Medvedev, said that the US research activities in bio-labs in 
members of the Commonwealth of the Independent States have caused grave 
concern. The US not only builds bio-labs in these countries, but also 
tries to do so in other places across the world. However, its research 
lacks transparency and runs counter to the rules of the international 
community and international organizations. 

Anatoly Tsyganok, a corresponding member of the Russian Academy of 
Military Sciences and associate professor of Faculty of World Politics 
at Lomonosov Moscow State University, told the Global Times that 
biological and bacteriological weapons tests on US territory are 
prohibited by the US Congress. He said that the US military has been 
and is still carrying out tests of biological and bacteriological 
weapons in Georgia. 

This is done under the guise of providing sick people with various 
therapeutic vaccines conducted by the US military and American private 
contractors at the Richard Lugar Center for Public Health Research, 
Tsyganok said. Related tests have been exposed by various media 
outlets. 

In December 2015, 30 patients at the research center who were being 
treated for hepatitis C died. Twenty-four of them died on the same day, 
and their cause of death was listed as "unknown," according to Tsyganok 
and Russia news outlet. 

Residents of neighborhoods around these labs often complain about 
health problems. 

Bulgarian journalist Dilyana Gaytandzhieva published a story about the 
Lugar center in early 20 18. In her interviews for the report, most 
residents who lived nearby the labs complained ofhcadachcs, nausea and 
high blood pressure. They also said there was black smoke coming from 
the lab. 

USA Today reported that since 2003, hundreds of incidents involving 
accidental contact with deadly pathogens occurred in US bio-labs at 
home and abroad. This may cause the direct contacts to be infected, who 
can then spread the virus to communities and start an epidemic. 

A member of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Armais Kamalov said in an 
interview with TASS in early June that development of 
genetically-engineered viruses as biological weapons should be subject 
to the same worldwide ban as the testing of nuclear weapons. He 
mentioned US labs in Georgia and Armenia as reference. 

"There arc a lot of labs, which are bankrolled today by the United 
States Department of Defense. It's no secret that they are in Georgia, 
Arn1enia and other republics. It's surprising that access to such labs 
is off-limits, and we don't understand what they are doing there," he 
said. 
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What had happened in July 2019? 

The terrible safety records of American biological labs around the 
world shows a possibility of a virus escaping from an American lab. 
Many point to the shutdown of Fort Detrick lab in July 2019. 

Tn July 2019, six months before the US reported its first COVTD-19 
case, Army laboratory at Fort Detrick that studies deadly infectious 
material like Ebola and smallpox was shut down after the US Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention issued a cease-and-desist order. CDC 
officials refused to release further information after citing ''national 
security reasons." 

The USAMRliD in Fort Detrick said in August 20 19 that the shutdown was 
because the center d id not have "sufficient systems in place to 
decontaminate wastewater" from its highest-security labs, the New York 
Times reported. 

What exactly happened at Fort Detrick in the summer of20 19? Some US 
media previously turned to CDC to get answers, but many key contents in 
the report had been redacted. 

ln early June, a Virginia-based Twitter user got the CDC documents on 
the inspection of the Fort Detrick under The freedom of lnformation Act 
(FOIA). Global Times found that most of the documents were emails 
between CDC officials at various departments and USAMRTTD from 2018 to 
2019. Although some of the emails were covered by an ABC-affiliated 
television station in Washington, the report did not catch much 
attention. 

The emails revealed several violations at the Fort Detrick lab during 

CDC's inspections in 2019. Four of which were labe led serious 
violations. 

One of these serious violations, the CDC said, was one inspector who 
entered a room multip le times without the required respiratory 
protection while other people in that room were performing procedures 
with a non-human primate on a necropsy table. 

This deviation from entity procedures resulted in a respiratory 
occupational exposure to select agent aerosols, the CDC said. 

ln another serious violation, the CDC said the USAMRlfD had 
"systematically failed to ensure implementation of biosafety and 
containment procedures commensurate with the risks associated with 
working with select agents and toxins." 

Other violations included lack of proper waste management where waste 
wasn't transported in a durable leak proof container, which creates the 
potential for spills or leaks. 

The CDC documents show that it sent a letter of concern to USAMRTlD, 
which resu lted in a temporary shutdown of the Fort Detrick lab in 2019. 

In an email on July 12,20 19, the CDC said the USAMRIID reported two 
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breaches of containment on July 1 and July 11, 2019, and this 
demonstrated a "failure ofUSAMRliD to implement and maintain 
containment procedures sufficient to contain select agents or toxin 
generated by BSL-3 and BSL-4 laboratory operations." 

"Effective immediately, USAMRTTD must cease all work involving select 
agents and toxins in registered laboratory areas until the root cause 
investigation has been conducted for each incident and the results have 
been submitted to FSAP for review," the CDC said. 

The FSAP (Federal Select Agent Program) is jointly comprised of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's Division of Select Agents 
and Toxins and the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service's 
Division of Agricultural Select Agents and Toxins. The program oversees 
the possession, use and transfer of biological select agents and 
toxins, which have the potential to cause a severe threat to the 
public, animal or plant health or to animal or plant products . Common 
examples of select agents and toxins include the organisms that cause 
anthrax, smallpox, and the bubonic plague. 

Three days later, the Fort Detrick replied the email by saying that it 
had submitted messages in response to the immediate action, but the 
messages were deliberately blotted out. 

The message was submitted by a director for Strategic Studies 
(Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction) at the USAMRIID whose name was 
also blotted out. 

The Fort Detrick's public statement released in August 2019 said the 
shutdown was due to problems in decontaminating wastewater. But it's 
not clear whether the statement was consistent with CDC's inspection 
results. 

The management of such high-level labs in general must be very strict 
with regular inspections. Various systems should be able to ensure that 
no potential risks can occur, and equipment fai lure and wastewater 
leakage certainly should not occur, a Chinese scientist from the 
WHO-China virus origins tracing team who requested anonymity told the 
Global Times. 

The wastewater problems revealed major loopholes in the management at 
the Fort Detrick lab, and one has to wonder what else was leaked with 
the mismanaged wastewater. 

"Some highly pathogenic pathogens in the laboratory were likely 
released. And the US military never told the public about what they 
were doing," the scientist said. 

It is highly likely that researchers at Fort Detrick may have been 
infected accidentally but showed no obvious symptoms. In this way they 
could have brought the virus to the outside world, the scientist said. 

"Under the circumstances of no obvious symptoms, 9 of the I 0 
individuals may not have known that they were infected and it's 
possible that more than 90 percent of the transmission routes had been 
lost when the virus was finally detected. This is also why the tracing 
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of virus origins is difficult to conduct," he said, noting only 
serological survey on a large scale could find some of the early 
infections. 

Why not open Fort Detrick lab 

Several virologists and analysts interviewed by the Global Times urged 
the Fort Detrick lab to open its doors for an international 
investigation, since international experts have already visited the 
Wuhan Institute of Virology. 

Many Western politicians and media outlets pinned the blame of the 
pandemic on Wuhan, saying that Wuhan was where the virus was first 
detected and where the virus came from despite mounting evidence that 
it's not the case. 

In a recent example in June, a research study run by the National 
Institutes of Health's All of Us Research Program found evidence of 
COYID-19 infections in the US as early as December 2019, weeks before 
the first documented infection in the country. 

Wuhan recorded the earliest COVID-19 symptoms from a patient on 
December 8, 2019. 

When asked to give more details on the study, a media person with the 
All of Us Research Program told the Global Times that the program "has 
nothing further to add" from the information it had already released. 

As for why the virus was first detected in Wuhan, the anonymous 
scientist said that the virus was difficult to be detected at an early 
stage, especially in autumn and winter with more cold cases. And it 
would not attract attention until a large number of people were 
infected. That's what happened in densely populated Wuhan, the 
scientist said. 

China's public health system is very sensitive especially after t:he 
SARS outbreak in 2003, but this is not always the case abroad, 
especially when the population density is low and the virus does not 
spread so fast, the expert said. 

"The novel corona virus was first discovered by three Chinese companies 
at the same time. It is very simple to detect these things, and China 
has lots of such third-party companies with strong medical detection 
ability," he said. 

Without going back to earlier serum samples elsewhere now, it is going 
to be difficult to find the source of the virus. The retrospective 
studies that have been done in China have not found any evidence. It's 
important for the world to work together now to sort through the 
evidence and do early serological investigations where necessary, he 
said. 

Zeng Guang, former chief epidemiologist of the Chinese Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention, told the Global Times that laboratory 
leak is easy to identify, as infections are bOtmd to show signs, 
whether it is an operational problem or an infection of a lab staff. 
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The WHO experts assessed the lab-leak hypothesis when they visited 
Wuhan and found no evidence, and the speculation on its possibility in 
a Wuhan lab should have ended by now. In the meantime, we should put a 
question mark on other hypotheses, such as other labs around the world, 
Zeng said. 

Zeng said the US is afraid of WHO's inspection in the same way it was 
done in China, Zeng said. 

The US, the only country obstructing the establishment of a Biological 
Weapons Convention (BWC) verification mechanism, has systematic 
problems, Zeng said, adding that the US is afraid that the 
investigation into its labs would lead to more of its dirt being dug 
out. 

Xia Wenxin contributed to this story 

New York Times 
Saturday, June 26, 2021 , page 86 

Celebrity Cruises to Be first to Resume Sailing From U.S. 

By Ceylan Yeginsu 

The Celebrity Edge will depart from Fort Lauderdale, Fla., on Saturday 
with 95 percent of its passengers all crew members vaccinated. 

The Celebrity Edge is poised to set sail out of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
on Saturday, becoming the ftrst major cruise ship to restart operations 
from a United States port since the pandemic all but hobbled the 
industry over a year ago. 

The ship will sail at 35 percent capacity, with at least 95 percent of 
passengers and all crew members fully vaccinated, its owner, Celebrity 
Cruises, said in a statement. Vaccines are not mandated for the cruise 
because of a new Florida state law banning businesses from requiring 
proof of immunization, but unvaccinated guests will face more stringent 
coronavirus protocols. 

All guests over the age of 16 who do not show proof of vaccination will 
be required to wear masks on board and take a series of antigen tests 
during the cruise at an additional cost. (Testing for vaccinated guests 
will be free of charge.) 

"We're definitely finding that cruisers prefer to be vaccinated and to 
share this information with us," said Susan Lomax, associate vice 
president for global public relations at Celebrity Cruises. 

The sailing is a major milestone for the $150 billion global cruise 
industry, which has been decimated by the pandemic and spent months in 
a battle with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention over its 
requirements for the safe resumption of cruising. 
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Earlier this month, Celebrity Cruises tested its Covid protocols during 
a seven-day sailing in the Caribbean, the line's ftrst international 
cruise with American passengers. All adult passengers and crew members 
were fully vaccinated, and they were not required to wear masks or 
socially distance during the sailing. 

Halfway through the cruise and following two shore excursions on the 
islands of Barbados and Aruba, a vaccinated couple tested positive for 
the virus and were immediately put into isolation. Other passengers who 
had come into contact with them were required to quarantine and get 
tested. 

Before the ship reached its final destination, all passengers on board 
were tested, and no further positive cases were identified. Celebrity 
said the handling of the incident demonstrated that the company's virus 
protocols worked in preventing the spread of the virus. 

Other major lines, including Carnival Crujse Line and Royal Caribbean, 
are preparing to restart U.S. operations in July. As of July 18, cruise 
ships departing from and arriving in Florida will not be required to 
follow C. D.C. guidance, after a judge ruled last week that the order 
was based on "stale data" and failed to take into account the 
prevalence of effective vaccines. 

ew York Times 
Saturday, June 26, 2021 , page A 18 

Harris Seeks Nuance On Migration Debate During Tour of Border 

Advocates pushed the vice president to end Title 42, a Trump-era rule 
that allows the government to expel migrants for public health reasons. 

By Katie Rogers 

WASHINGTON-- Vice President Kamala Ranis on Friday made her (irst 
visit to the southern border since she took office, hitting back at 
Republican criticism and meeting with advocates who pushed her on why 
the Biden administration had not yet ended restrictive Trump-era 
policies on migration. 

"We can take all of these perspectives into account and have meaningful 
good public policy if we just stop the rhetoric," Ms. Harris told 
reporters after a four-hour visit to El Paso. "You can't just react to 
a problem without solving it at its roots. Let's just agree to that." 

During her trip, she confronted an issue that has bedeviled the 
administration for months and is now tied to her own political future 
after President Biden put her in charge of addressing the root causes 
of migration. But for all of the questions she took from reporters, 
immigration advocates and even a group of detained migrant children-­
whom she met behind closed doors --the vice president had few answers. 

In one private meeting, she heard from immigration advocates who said 
they did not understand why the Biden administration had yet to deliver 
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on promises to roll back Trump-era policies like Title 42. Several 
pressed Ms. Han-is to end that rule, which allows the government to 
expel migrants, including asylum seekers, for public health reasons. 

"We were very forceful about that," Fernando Garcia, the executive 
director of the Border etwork for Human Rights, who attended the 
meeting, said in an interview. "She asked how we think it could happen. 
She was looking for some answers." 

The Bidcn administration is working to phase out Title 42, but on 
Friday, Alejandro N. Mayorkas, the secretary of homeland security who 
accompanied Ms. Harris to El Paso, told reporters that the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention would ultimately decide. 

"It's a public health decision," Mr. Mayorkas said. "It's based on the 
well-being of the American public." 

The agency, however, has directed questions about the policy to the 
White House. 

In some ways, the trip was notable for what Ms. Harris did not do: 
visit a tent complex at nearby Fort Bliss, where migrant children are 
being held. (As she traveled to Texas, the Biden administration 
announced that Xavier Becerra, the secretary of health and human 
services, would head there next week.) 

"She'll check off the box of going down to the border," Representative 
Henry Cuellar, a Texas Democrat who wrote a letter to the vice 
president last week urging her to visit the border, said in an 
interview. Mr. Cuellar said his letter went unanswered. 

Ms. Harris stopped at Customs and Border Protection's processing 
center, where she received a briefing from officials and asked 
questions about the technology used to process people who crossed the 
border illega lly. 

She also said she had met with young girls detained at the Paso del 
Norte port of entry, a meeting that had not been announced and was kept 
private. Ms. Harris said the girls reminded her that the issue should 
not be reduced to partisan politics. 

"They were asking me questions: 'How do you become the first woman vice 
president?'" Ms. Harris said. "It also reminds me of the fact that this 
issue cannot be reduced to a political issue. We're talking about 
children, we're talking about families, we are talking about 
suffering." 

Human rights and immigration advocates have assailed the Biden 
administration for not doing enough in its first six months to reopen 
the border to asylum seekers, reunite unaccompanied children with 
families and provide the appropriate facilities to hold detained 
migrants. In a report released last week, the human rights group 
Amnesty International said that the Biden administration had failed to 
fulfill some of its early pledges. 

"Rebui lding an immigration system takes time, but nearly half a year 
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in, the administration still needs to deliver promised change," the 
report read. "No matter the situation or who heads the administration, 
the government cannot get out of its human rights obligations." 

Still, some Democrats praised Ms. Harris, saying her trip showed a 
dedication to finding solutions, including a push for bipartisan 
immigration overhaul, an effort that has eluded modem presidents. 

"Her attendance today in El Paso is an indication of her caring and 
commitment to meaningful immigration refonn," said Senator Richard J. 
Durbin, the chainnan of the Judiciary Committee, who stood next to her 
on the tarmac in El Paso. "And I want to join her in saying that 
Congress needs to do its part." 

The visit came together quickly after Ms. Harris was criticized on her 
trip to Mexico City and Guatemala, where Lester Holt of NBC grilled her 
about why she had not been to the border. She responded by calling the 
visit a "grand gesture" and pointed out that she had not been to Europe 
yet, either -- answers that confounded her critics and members of the 
administration. 

Though her office denied politics played a part, the El Paso stop does 
carry some significance. The city is a major port of entry and has 
complicated ties to former President Donald J. Trump, who will travel 
to the border with Gov. Greg Abbott of Texas days after Ms. Harris. 

As president, Mr. Trump called El Paso "one of our nation's most 
dangerous cities," castigating it as overrun by immigrants and crime. 
It typically ranks among the safest cities in the United States. In 
2019, after 22 people were killed at a Walmart and the white suspect 
warned of a "Hispanic invasion," Mr. Tnunp was greeted with protests 
when he met with the victims' families. 

On Wednesday, a group of House Republicans said they would join Mr. 
Abbott and Mr. Trump on their trip, a move intended to add more 
pressure on the Biden administration, which has struggled to chip away 
at Mr. Trump's "zero tolerance" immigration policies while warning 
migrants not to make the joumey to the United States. 

The number of unaccompanied minors crossing the border has hit a record 
high under the Biden administration, and officials have struggled to 
quickly move them out of cramped facilities and into the care of family 
members. A surge in the apprehensions of single adults -- some 121 ,000 
last month-- has offset a small decline in the number of unaccompanied 
minors and families traveling north, according to Customs and Border 
Protection data. 

As she prepared to leave El Paso, Ms. Harris was asked about criticism 
that she had stopped by El Paso instead of the lower Rio Grande Valley, 
which is considered the center of the current surge in migration. The 
vice president, who spent her visit pleading for partisan politics to 
be omitted from the conversation about immigration, pointed to Mr. 
Trump to make her case. 

"It is here in El Paso that the previous administration's child 
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separation policy was implemented," she said. "We've seen the 
disastrous effects of that right here in this region." 

Zolan Kanno-Youngs and Eileen Sullivan contributed reporting. 

Los Angeles Times 
Saturday, June 26, 2021, page AS 

Harris views immigration problems up close 

Criticism continues after she meets with border agents, migrant children 
in El Paso. 

By Noah Biennan and Molly Hennessy-Fiske 

Kamala Harris made her first trip as vice president to the U.S.-Mexico 
border Friday, meeting with border agents and migrant children as she 
toured a processing center in El Paso and became more closely tied to 
one of the Biden administration's diciest political problems. 

Her visit comes after months of Republicans' criticism that she and 
President Biden hadn't seen frrsthaud the effects of an immigration 
system overwhelmed by au increase in migrant families and unaccompanied 
children seeking entry into the United States. 

Even as Harris traveled around the El Paso area, critics on both sides 
of the immigration debate lambasted her for avoiding some more 
problematic spots along the border, where children and families arc 
experiencing long delays and often dangerous conditions as they wait to 
have their fates dctcm1incd. 

The migrant children she met "are filled with optimism," Harris said as 
she left Texas for a weekend at her Brentwood home. "But they are 
without their family -- young children. They're being processed through 
the system." 

"This issue cannot be reduced to a political issue," she added. "We're 
talking about children. We're talking about families. We're talking 
about suffering. And our approach has to be thoughtful and effective." 

Harris was accompanied by Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro N. 
Mayorkas, wbo has been to the border previously. Health and Human 
Services Secretary Xavier Becerra plans to visit a nearby facility 
Monday -- a federal tent city for hundreds of children at the Anny's 
Ft. Bliss, where there have been outbreaks of COVID-19 and lice, 
reports of sexual abuse and other unsafe conditions. 

During her visit, which lasted about four hours, Harris blamed the 
Trump administration for leaving her and Biden with "a tough 
situation," which she asserted was improving. 

"We're not exactly where we want to be yet, but we've seen extreme 
progress," she said, noting that wait times for unaccompanied children 
in El Paso had been reduced. 
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Despite months of taunts from Republicans that she was avoiding the 
border, Harris told reporters that "it was always the plan to come 
here" as part of her work on immigration diplomacy with Central 
America. She had been to the U.S.-Mexico frontier numerous times as a 
senator and as California's attorney general. 

"We have to deal with causes and we have to deal with the effects," she 
said. Her recent trip to Mexico and Guatemala, she added, was about 
probing the causes of residents' decisions to migrate north, while her 
border visit is intended to allow her to see "the effects of what we 
have seen happening in Central America." 

Harris said the border stop reinforced her belief that deterring people 
from leaving their home countries will require long-term, consistent 
investment in Central American countries to reduce poverty there. 

In addition to touring the processing center, Harris met privately with 
five migrant girls ages 9 to 16. Aides said the girls drew pictures and 
told the vice president what they wanted to be when they grew up. 
Harris also went to a nearby inland entry port where asylum seekers 
arriving from Mexico, including unaccompanied chjldren, are initially 
screened. 

The Biden administration is facing tough policy decisions as it tries 
to balance efforts to deter migrants and to develop a more humane 
system of processing those who have made the journey. 

Mayorkas told reporters traveling on Air Force Two that his office is 
still reviewing how quickly to rescind a Trump-era policy, initiated 
amid the pandemic, that allows agents to tum away migrants by citing a 
public health law known as Title 42. 

Mayorkas said the decision on whether to end the policy would be based 
on the assessment of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
based on public health data and the threat of spreading COVID- 19. 

Harris' role in immigration policy dates to March, when Biden asked her 
to examine ways to reduce migration through Mexico from Honduras, 
Guatemala and El Salvador by attacking its root causes, including 
corruption, poverty and gang violence -- problems that have been 
exacerbated by devastating hurricanes and the pandemic. 

The vice president visited the capitals of Guatemala and Mexico earlier 
this month to confer with their leaders, encourage investment and 
discourage corruption in the region. But those diplomatic activities 
were overshadowed by questions raised back in the United States about 
why she wasn't visiting the border. 

On Friday, Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) tweeted of Harris' trip: "93 days 
too late," adding: "It only took more than haifa million illegal 
immigrants entering the U.S., more than 400,000 pounds of drugs seized, 
dozens ofU.S. Senators and House members traveling to the southern 
border for Border Czar Kamala Harris to finally visit the southern 
border." 
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White House officials said Harris did not go to Texas in response to 
the partisan pressure, which includes former President Trump's recent 
announcement that he would visit a border site with GOP members of 
Congress next week. 

Republicans say the Biden administration is looking at the wrong causes 
for the increase in migrants . They say the reason they're coming is 
because Biden has relaxed some of Trump's hard-line policies. 

Republicans have decried Biden's early order to halt border wall 
construction while his administration reviews the legality of how Trump 
funded his signature project. 

More than 200 miles of barrier were in some stage of construction in 
Texas, which is the least-fenced border state, when Trump left office, 
according to U.S. Customs and Border Patrol. 

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott, a Republican who plans to host Trump next week, 
has vowed that his state will continue to build the wall, though it's 
not c lear he has the authority to see that it's done. 

Liberal groups and immigrant advocates have their own issues with the 
administration, complaining that officials have been too slow to roll 
back Trump's policies, including the use of Title 42, and to fix 
conditions for children at Ft. Bliss. 

"There is a long way to go," said Shaw Drake of the ACLU of Texas in El 
Paso, a staff attorney and policy counsel for border and immigrants' 
rights. 

From the administration's vantage, El Paso was an appealing destination 
for Harris. The largest city on the long Texas border, it's a military 
outpost but also a Democratic college town and a bastion of liberal 
activism tor immigrant rights . It is also home to Democratic Rep. 
Veronica Escobar, who was traveling with the vice president. 

El Paso also was the first place where the Trump administration began 
separating children and parents who crossed the border -- one of the 
former president's most reviled policies. 

Rep. Henry Cuellar, a Texas Democrat who had urged Harris to visit the 
border, sa id El Paso is "politically safer to go to than the Rio Grande 
Valley, where you can see unaccompanied kids, family units, and where 
you get most of the single adults that are coming in." 

Migrant numbers fe ll sharply in 2020 amid the pandemic, when the U.S., 
like many countries, restricted entry. This year the numbers began to 
increase. 

Some progressive activists in the Rio Grande Valley also expressed 
disappointment that Harris and Mayorkas were visiting El Paso, where 
far fewer asylum-seeking families have been forced by U.S. policies to 
wait across the border in Mexico. 

Karla Vargas, an attorney with the Texas Civil Rights Project, based in 
the Rio Grande Valley cast ofEI Paso, said: "We would have hoped they 
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would have tried to also visit this area to see how difficult it is for 
the families waiting here. We welcome them trying to address this. We 
hope it is not just showmanship." 

Times staff writer Molly O'Toole contributed to this report. 
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CDC director Robert Redfield 'prayed' Trump would understand how serious 
COVID- 19 was after contracting it, a book excerpt says 

Yelena Dzhanova 

Robert Redfield, the director of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, prayed that former President Donald Trump would take the 
coronavirus more seriously after being diagnosed with it, according to 
a new book by two reporters from the Washington Post. 

An excerpt of the book, "Nightmare Scenario: Inside the Trump 
Administration's Response to the Pandemic That Changed History," 
illustrates the White House's chaotic response to Trump's October 2020 
COVID-19 diagnosis and hospitalization at the Walter Reed Medical 
Center. The book, written by Yasmeen Abultaeb and Damian Paletta, is 
due for release on June 29. 

Over the weekend that Trump announced that he and then first lady 
Melania had the virus, Redfield prayed for a recovery, the excerpt 
says. Redfield also prayed that it would be a wake-up call for the 
president, who for months at this point had flouted or mocked COVlD-19 
safety restrictions like mask-wearing. 

He also held giant rallies with thousands of mask-less people in 
attendance to drum up support for his 2020 re-election bid. 

Redfield "prayed that Trump would tell Americans they should listen to 
public health advisers before it was too late," the excerpt says. 

Just days after his hospitalization, Trump walked the White House South 
Lawn. Watching the event unfold on television, Redfield prayed again, 
this time that the former president would "show some humility" and 
"remind people that anyone could be susceptible to the coronavirus -­
even the president, the first lady and their son. That he would tell 
them how they could protect themselves and their loved ones." 

But Trump didn't do that. Instead, he took off his mask and gave the 
cameras a thumbs up, the excerpt says. 

Tn a video taken just over the weekend while at Walter Reed, Trump 
appeared to be visibly paler than usual. He released a video from the 
hospital, saying he felt "much better now." Tn the video message, Trump 
appeared to have no trouble speaking and breathing. 

During the moment he addressed the cameras on the South Lawn, he was 
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likely sti ll contagious. 

"He made a military salute as the helicopter departed the South Lawn, 
and then strode into the White House, passing staffers on his 
way and failing to protect them from the virus particles emitted from 
his nose and mouth," the excerpt says. 

That's when Redfield began to understand the hospitalization changed 
neither Trump nor his response to the coronavims, according to the 
excerpt. 

Washington Post 
Sunday, June 27,2021, page Bl 

How Trump's blunders fueled our coronavirus nightmare 

Nightmare Scenario 
Inside the Trump Administration's Response to the Pandemic That Changed 
History 
By Yasmeen Abutaleb and Damian Paletta 
Harper. 478 pp. $30 

By William Haoage 

Early in the pandemic, an outbreak of the novel coronavirus on the 
Diamond Princess cruise ship had spread out of control. The passengers 
included many Americans, prompting urgent questions about whether they 
should be repatriated and where they should be quarantined. Among the 
most eye-popping and jaw-dropping revelations in a new book by 
Washington Post reporters Yasmeen Abutaleb and Damian Paletta, 
"Nightmare Scenario," is the claim that President Donald Trump 
suggested sending them to Guantanamo Bay. 

It shouldn't need saying, but a military compound used to house 
ten·orism suspects is not a suitable place for the quarantine, 
isolation and treatment of mostly elderly citizens, already known to be 
a group vulnerable to severe infection. The alleged reason for the 
suggestion was the president's obsession with keeping the numbers of 
cases in the United States low. While energies were consumed with the 
Diamond Princess and other cruise ships, the virus quietly entered the 
country and started to spread, even as the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention struggled to develop a test capable of establishing that 
fact 

This episode illustrates two of the common factors that tie together 
the many missteps documented in the book. One is the wasting of time 
and energy on narrow issues such as cruise ships, or the discredited 
treatment hydroxychloroquine, rather than accepting that the situation 
was bad and going to get much worse without the hard work of pandemic 
management. The other is the conviction that the negative press 
coverage was the problem, not the virus itself. 

Over and over again, whenever public health and public relations came 
into conflict, public health lost out. Trump's complaints directed at 
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"the Doctors" kept coming back to the same charge- negativity -
including a remarkable, petulant presidential Oval Office outburst 
roughly halnvay through the book. "I am sick and tired of how negative 
you all are .... I spend half of my day responding to what Tony Fauci 
has to say, and I'm the president of the United States!" Later in the 
same exchange, Trump told coronavirus response coordinator Deborah 
Birx: "Every time you talk, I get depressed. You have to stop that." As 
if the pandemic could be defeated by the power of positive thinking, 
and Birx should just cheer up and promote policies that she knew would 
lead to more illness and death than the alternatives. 

In general, the book is not strong or detailed on the scientific nuts 
and bolts. This is not a p lace to come if you want to understand the 
ni tty-gritty of why the CDC's test development went so very awry. But 
Abutaleb and Paletta are on the money when it comes to the challenges 
in formulating policy advice on the basis of science that was not fully 
settled. As they write, "The task force members . . . had to make the 
best decisions they could and update their guidelines as the scientific 
understanding grew." 

The point is iLlustrated well by the politicization of masks. Amid 
early concerns about au exponential wave of infections flooding into 
the health-care system, experts including Fauci, director of the 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, argued against 
mask use, concerned that hoarding by the public would leave health-care 
workers deprived of vital personal protective equipment (PPE). This 
advice would later change as evidence accumulated showing that 
mask-wearing by a large fraction of the population is an effective 
intervention. This shift was interpreted as a political flip-flop, 
rather than science in progress, and adopted as ammunition by those 
adamantly opposed to masks. Mask use became irrevocably politicized, 
and attempts to convince doubters foundered amid an epidemic of 
cherry-picked evidence. 

Shortages of PPE were in fact a serious concem early in the pandemic, 
because of an incoherent approach that set states and even individual 
health-care networks against one another. In just one example of many, 
the book alleges that the work of a "Shadow Task Force" run by Jared 
Kushner diverted "30 percent. of 'key supplies' from the Strategic 
National Stockpile to operate forty-fou r drive through testing sites 
for five to ten days." 

That the response was chaotic and dysfunctional will not be news, but 
according to this account there were opportunities to take a different 
course. Some officials emerge with credit, although it must be noted 
that, as with all tales of palace intrigue, the story is inevitably 
shaped by the sources. As time went on more efforts were put into 
finding ingenious reasons to deny the seriousness of the pandemic 
rather than to respond to it, with the nadir being the appointment of 
Scott Atlas as special coronavirus adviser to the president, to give 
the advice Trump wanted to hear. 

This casting of reality as whatever you want to believe led to a sort 
of choose-your-own-pandemic, in which decisions were pushed ever 
downward to governors, mayors or individuals. Some of these were well 
resourecd, others not, but all less well than they would have been with 
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adequate federal support. Members of the corona virus task force 
resorted to broadcasting their own advice as widely as possible, either 
in meetings with local officials or through the media, so those who 
were willing to hear and act on it could benefit. The divided, 
inconsistent messaging set up the disastrous fall and winter, when 
deaths peaked at well over 4,000 each day. 

We will be examining the mistakes and missteps of2020 for decades, 
probably centuries. This book will be one of the places fut~ure 

historians will start, if far from where they will finish. The epilogue 
expresses hopes that in the next pandemic, "the nation rallies 
together." Unfortunately the partisan divisions in the United States 
arc deep, illustrated by re luctant vaccine uptake in Republican 
strongholds. This book will not change that, although it reminds us or 
the dangers of relying on policy-based evidence rather than 
evidence-based policy. You cannot intimidate an eru1hquake or bully a 
hurricane to do your bidding, and a virus cannot be fired. 

Pandemics have a way of making history. From the Black Death to the 
1918-19 flu to HJ Y, infectious-disease outbreaks convulse societies in 
a way matched only by how readily humans forget them once they are 
over. Abutaleb and Paletta describe in sobering detail how the Trump 
White House chose to forget about the current pandemic while it was 
sti ll going on. 

William Hanage is an associate professor of epidemiology at the Center 
for Communicable Disease Dynamics at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of 
Public Health. 
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Hospitals Strain Under Surge in Mental-Health Cases 

By Robbie Whelan 

PITTSBURGH-- Before the coronavirus pandemic took hold, psychiatrist 
Garren Sparks usually treated about a dozen patients on his overnight 
shift in the emergency department at Western Psychiatric Hospital, this 
city's biggest mental-health hospital. On a recent Thursday evening, he 
saw 21 cases. 

As the night began, an agitated man sitting on a couch in a space 
reserved for acute cases loudly demanded turkey sandwiches. Parents of 
a 7-year-old who had been kicked out of school for emotional outbursts 
came in, saying their child's behavior was spiraling and he was 
becoming more aggressive. A few hours later, police brought in a 
17-ycar-old boy who had tried to commit suicide by jumping from a 
bridge. 

"It seems like everyone has been holding their breath for a year, and 
now, it's just a total explosion of everything, both in terms of high 
volume but also the severity of cases," Dr. Sparks said. "You sec a lot 
more people who were, pre-pandemic, kind of overwhelmed and stressed, 
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and now they have full-on anxiety disorders or depression." 

Tn the coronavirus pandemic, a wave of mental-health crises has b'TOwn 
into a tsunami. As the country appears to be emerging from the worst of 
the Covid- 19 crisis, emergency departments say theyare overwhelmed by 
patients who deferred or couldn't access outpatient treatment, or whose 
symptoms intensified or went undiagnosed during the lockdowns. 

Doctors say it could be years before we see the full impact of the 
pandemic on mental health, but a host of studies indicate how strained 
the system has become. Emergency visits for patients seeking help for 
overdoses and suicide attempts rose 36% and 26%, respectively, between 
mid-March and mid-October of last year, the U.S. Government 
Accountability Office said in March. U.S. Centers for Disease Contro l 
and Prevention surveys have found that 38% of respondents reported 
symptoms of anxiety or depression between April of last year and 
February, up from about 11% in 2019. 

Children have been hit particularly hard. School closures have allowed 
serious mental-health issues to go unnoticed, because teachers and 
school psychologists are a primary source of referrals, doctors say. 
Even before the pandemic, tbe country faced a shortage of mental-health 
professionals to serve juveniles; the American Academy of Pediatrics 
last year estimated the need for child psychiatrists at 47 per 100,000 
people, roughly four times the number in practice. 

Emergency-room visits for mental-health crises among 12- to 
17-year-olds increased 3 1% between 2019 and 2020, the CDC reported in 
June. Among the same group, emergency-room visi ts for suspected suicide 
attempts rose 22% last summer compared with the previous year, and 39% 
this past winter compared with the previous winter. 

At the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, which includes Western 
Psychiatric, pediatric-outpatient volume surged 30% in the first four 
months of 2021 compared with the year earlier. 

"We have more kids waiting for care than we ever have before," said 
Abigail Schlesinger, the hospital's chief of child and adolescent 
psychiatry. "We're in the mental-health emergency phase of this 
pandemic." 

Menta l-health crisis cases are ending up in emergency rooms in higher 
numbers in part because outpatient facilities, including private 
psychiatrists' offices, therapy practices and crisis centers, are 
saturated with patients whose mental-health problems have worsened 
during the pandemic, doctors and hospital administrators say. 

"For us, it's definitely a lot of people who either had pre-existing 
conditions or have neglected to address their new onset of emotional 
imbalance," said Damir Huremovic, a psychiatrist at North Shore 
University Hospital on Long Island. "Many developed anxiety or 
insomnia, and they tried to see a provider but no one was taking new 
patients, and then things sort of just snowballed." 

For patients dealing with depression, anxiety or eating disorders, 
physicians recommend getting out of the house, seeing people and 
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establishing a nonnal routine, said Jeanne Noble, an emergency 
physician at the University of California, San Francisco. 

"That's the exact opposite of what's happened with the school closures 
and lockdowns," Dr. Noble said. 

The pandemic has taken its toll on mental-health providers, too. In his 
downtime, Dr. Sparks trains for marathons, listens to audiobooks, and 
sees a therapist to treat his own longstanding depression. 

"You can only take so much when you're sleep-deprived, exhausted, and 
juggling other people's problems like balls on fire for so many nights 
in a row," he said. 

CIDRAPNews 
Friday,June25,2021 

ACIP approves dengue vaccine for endemic areas, tweaks flu vaccine advice 

The vaccine advisory group to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) yesterday unanimously voted to recommend Sanofi's 
dengue vaccine (Dengvaxia) for children ages 9 to 16 years who live in 
areas such as Puerto Rico where the disease is endemic. 

The vaccine is given in three doses and requires a test to confirm that 
a child has had a previous dengue infection. Vaccination in someone who 
has never been exposed to dengue before can lead to a more severe 
future infection through a phenomenon called antibody-dependent 
enhancement. 

An Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) working group 
has been studying the issue and drafted the recommendation, which the 
whole group discussed and voted on yesterday, according to Stat. The 
experts acknowledged that the rollout of the vaccine would be 
challenging, owin to lab testing before vaccination. Also, members 
discussed challenges regarding provider access to tests to assess 
previous exposure to dengue and to ensure that kids receive all three 
doses. However, the group was swayed by the benefits and manageable 
risks. 

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved Dengvaxia in May 2019 
for children ages 9 to 16 who have had at least one lab-confirmed 
dengue infectioD. 

Ln separate discussions, AClP fine-tuned its flu vaccine 
recommendations, according to American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) 
News. The committee green-lighted co-administration with COVlD-19 
vaccines and added guidance about flu vaccine timing for certain 
groups--such as for children ideally by the end of October. Also, ACIP 
said nonpregnant adults should avoid immunization in July and August 
because of concerns over waning immunity, and women in their third 
trimester should be vaccinated as soon as the vaccine is available to 
protect their babies. 
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On another topic, the group said children receiving pre-exposure rabies 
vaccination can receive two rather than three doses, similar to a 
change recommended earlier this year for adults. 

AP Maine 
Sunday, June 27, 202 1 

CDC Gives Maine $7M To Prep For Future Public Health Crises 

PORTLAND, Maine (AP) --The federal government has given Maine a $7 
million boost to help prepare for another public health crisis. 

Republican Sen. Susan Collins and independent Sen. Angus King said the 
Maine Department of Health and Human Services has received the money 
from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. About $ 1.8 
million of the money is for preventing and controlling emerging 
diseases and the rest is for preparing and responding to public health 
emergencies. 

The senators said the state "must not lose sight of other public health 
initiatives that protect the health and safety of the community" while 
it continues responding to the coronavirus pandemic. 

STLivc.com 
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CDC: ' Don't kiss or snuggle the birds;' Salmonella outbreak linked to more 
than 400 infections 

By Joseph Ostapiuk I jostapiuk@siadvance.com 

STATEN ISLAND, N.Y.-- The Centers tor Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) said a salmonella outbreak linked to backyard poultry has now 
sickened nearly 500 people in the U.S. 

The outbreak has caused 474 illnesses in 46 states, and more than I 00 
hospitalizations, the CDC announced late last week. One death has been 
reported in indiana. Data from the agency shows that 15 people in New 
York have been sickened by salmonella germs. 

Since May 20, the CDC said an additional 31 1 illnesses have been 
reported, and the agency said it is likely that the actual number of 
sick people is much higher, since many people recover without medical 
care and are not tested for salmonella. 

About one-third of sick people are young children under the age of 
five, the CDC said. 

Currently, backyard poultry is considered the "likely source" of the 
outbreak. Even if backyard poultry look clean, salmonella germs can 
spread in areas where the animals live and roam -- easily spreading 
from their environment to hwnans through physical contact. 
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To avoid infection, the CDC recommends washing your hands for 20 
seconds after touching poultry or poultry supplies, and to also avoid 
letting children under the age of five touch the birds. 

"Don't kiss or snuggle the birds, as this can spread germs to your 
mouth and make you sick," the CDC said. 

Salmonella can cause a multi-day illness that includes diarrhea, fever 
and stomach cramps. Children under five and adults over the age of 65 
arc more susceptible to severe salmonella illness. 

CIDRA P News 
Friday, June25,202 l 

Backyard poultry Salmonella outbreak grows to 474 cases, 1 death 

A US Salmonella outbreak linked to backyard poultry has grown by 3 11 
cases, to 474 illnesses, and the CDC has reported the first outbreak 
death, according to a CDC update yesterday. 

Three more states are affected (46 total) and a new serotype has been 
added (Salmonella Mbandaka) since the CDC's first notice of the 
outbreak on May 20, and 41% of isolates have shown some degree of 
antibiotic resistance, the agency noted. Of334 people with information 
available, I 03 (31 %) have been hospitalized, up from 34 on May 20. An 
Indiana patient has died. 

Til ness-onset dates range from Dec 15, 2020, to Jun 4, 202 1, and 58% of 
case-patients are female. Patient ages range from less than I to 97 
years, with a median age of31, and 139 patients (30%) arc children 
younger than 5 years. 

Of 27 1 people interviewed, 209 (77%) repmted contact with backyard 
poultry before getting sick. 

"Epidemiologic and laboratory data show that contact with backyard 
poultry is making people sick," the CDC says. "The true number of sick 
people in an outbreak is likely much higher than the number reported, 
and the outbreak may not be limited to the states with known 
illnesses." 

The agency reconunends no close contact, such as snuggling, with 
backyard poultry, and to buy the animals from hatcheries that take 
steps to reduce Saln1onella. Those who raise backyard birds should 
always wash their hands with soap and water immediately after touching 
poultry, their eggs, or their surroundings. 

Newswcek.com 
Sunday, June 27,202 1 

Whole Foods, Safcway and Other Stores Recall Shrimp for Salmonella 
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Contamination 

By Scott McDonald 

Several lots of frozen cooked shrimp have been recalled nationwide at 
major grocers, including Whole Foods, Safeway, Meijer and Hannaford. 
The U.S. Food and Dmg Administration (FDA) stated the recalled shrimp 
has been found to contain Salmonella contamination. 

The eight recalled brands include Chicken of the Sea and the 
supermarket house brands. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) stated that six 
people have been infected with the contamination so far--four in Nevada 
and two more in Arizona. There were two hospitalizations and zero 
deaths. The last onset illness was April 25. 

All recalled shrimp were distributed by Avanti Frozen Foods of India, 
and the affected lots were distributed between December 2020 and 
February 2021. 

Salmonella was first found in an import sample during January, the FDA 
stated. Though that particular sample was destroyed in March, illnesses 
began sprouting up in April from the contaminated lots sold three 
months earlier. 

"As of (Friday, June 25), there are six clinical isolates from ill 
people that are genetic matches to the salmonella collected from the 
import sample. Five of the six ill people were interviewed to determine 
the foods they ate before becoming sick, and all five ill people report 
eating shrimp," the FDA stated. 

The shrimp that caused the reported sicknesses have already passed 
their expiration dates and have been pulled from the shelves. Here arc 
the affected products still on the shelves and their lot numbers: 

* Ccnsca, tail off-- 2-pound pouch; Codes 1403130, 1403140, 140315D, 
1403 16D; expiration dates 5/7/2022 -- 5/ 10/2022. 

*Chicken ofthe Sea, tail on-- 16-ounce tray; Codes 9IAS/02UN/2 16 
and 91AS/03UN/217; expiration dates 5/ l/2022 and 5/2/2022. 

*Honest Catch, tail on-- !-pound pouch; Code 3150-GFF; expiration 
date 11 /9/2022. 

* CWNO, tail on -- 7 -pound pouch; Codes 91AS/06UN/220D, 
91 AS/07UN/22l C, 91AS/23HN/206B, 91AS/24HN/207; expiration dates 
1/23/2022; 1/24/2022; 2/6/2022; and 2/7/2022. 

* Hannaford, tail on-- 1-pound pouch; Codes. A VF 30920 EF and A VF 
31020 EF; expiration dates 10/25/2022 and 10/26/2022. 

*Waterfront Bistro (Safeway house brand), tail on-- 16-ounce tray; 
Codes 20305 and 20306; expiration dates I 0/30/2022 and I 0/31/2022. 

• Open Acres, tail on-- !-pound pouch; Code 02572 0307 II and 02572 
0308 II; expiration dates 11 /2/2022 and 11 /3/2022. 

* 365 (Whole Foods store brand), tail on -- 2-pound pouch; Codes 
9 1 AS/29HN/212B and 91 AS/30HN/213; expiration dates 4/29/2022 and 
4/30/2022. 

*Meijer, tail on-- l-pound pouch; Codes 29720 49982,29820 49982, 
30220 50736, 30320 50736, 30520 49486, 30620 49486, 30920 50737, 
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31020 50737; expiration dates 10/22/2022, 10/23/2022, 10/27/2022, 
I 0/28/2022, 10/30/2022, l 0/31/2022, l l/3/2022, ll/4/2022. 

Healthy people who come in contact with Salmonella could experience 
nausea, vomiting, diarrhea or bloody diarrhea, abdominal cramping and 
fever. More serious problems could include arterial infections, 
endocarditis, arthritis, muscle pain, eye irritation, and urinary tract 
symptoms. 

Should any person have these symptoms after handling the product, they 
should contact their health care provider. 

The CDC says that roughly 1.3 million people get sick on an annual 
basis from Salmonella contamination .. There are about 26,500 
hospita lizations and 420 deaths annually. 

CNN.com 
Saturday, June 26,2021 

Avanti Frozen Foods recalls several shrimp products linked to salmonella 
outbreak 

By Rachel Trent, CN 

(CNN)Ifyou eat frozen cooked shrimp at home, you may want to check 
your freezer. 

A salmonella outbreak has been linked to certain frozen cooked shrimp 
products distributed nationwide, according to the US Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

Salmonella was found in a sample of Avanti Frozen Foods' shrimp 
collected as part of the FDA's Imported Seafood Compliance Program, the 
CDC said. 

In a statement on the FDA website, Avanti said that out of"an 
abundance of caution" it recalled some of its frozen cooked shrimp 
products sold under the brand names 365, Censea, Chicken of the Sea, 
CWNO, Hannaford, Honest Catch, Meijer, Open Acres and Waterfront 
Bistro. 

Six people got sick from this outbreak and two of those were 
hospitalized, according to the CDC. The agency says the illnesses 
happened in Nevada and Arizona, but the outbreak may have affected 
other states. 

The products in question were distributed from late December to late 
February. 

Only products bearing certain codes are affe.cted by the recall. Anyone 
who has purchased one of those can return them to where they bought 
them for a refund. 

Salmonella can cause fever, diarrhea, nausea, vomiting and abdominal 
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pain, the FDA said. The organism can cause serious and sometimes deadly 
infections in young children, frail or elderly people, and others with 
weakened immune systems. 

The CDC said symptoms usually start six hours to six days after 
swallowing the bacteria and most people recover without treatment after 
four to seven days. 

Reuters 
Sunday, June 27, 202 1 

UPDATE !-Competing events make their marks on LGBTQ+ Pride Day in New York 

By Peter Szekely 

(Recasts to reflect that events have begun, adds details and comments) 

NEW YORK, June 27 (Reuters) -For the second consecutive year, the 
lingering pandemic consigned New York's annual Pride march to the 
virtual world on Sunday, even as its alter-ego, the Queer Liberation 
March, took its edgier message through the streets of Manhattan. 

The NYC Pride march, the city's marquee LGBTQ+ event now in its 51st 
year, became a made-for-TV production as a cautionary measure to 
prevent coronavirus infections, which have dropped sharply as the 
number of people vaccinated has grown. 

Only a small number of guests were invited to the group's three-block 
areas where floats and musical acts paraded for the cameras, but 
organizer Sue Doster said "something in the millions" of viewers were 
expected to tunc in. 

Guests included Brandon Wolf, a survivor of the June 2016 mass shooting 
at the Pulse, a gay nightclub in Orlando, Florida, who has since become 
an advocate for LGBTQ rights legislation. 

"Six days after the shooting, we had a funeral service for my best 
friend and I made a promise to him that day that I would never stop 
fighting for a world that he would be proud of," he told ABC, which 
aired the event. 

"We've made incredible progress in equality across the country, but 
trans people are under attack," he added. 

HIV/AlDS expert Dr Demetre Daskalakis, one of the event's grand 
marshals, urged all LGBTQ+ community members to get tested frequently 
for the virus. 

"At the end of the day, HTV is just a virus, and we have the ability to 
prevent it and to treat it," said Daskalakis, who is director of the 
Division of HI V/ AIDS Prevention at the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

MARCIIING FOR 'LIBERATION AND JUSTICE' 
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Meanwhile, thousands of people organized by the Reclaim Pride 
Coalition, whose parade began as a protest to the Pride march two years 
ago, marched more than 30 blocks down New York's Seventh A venue with 
rainbow nags and s igns that included "Liberation and Justice." 

Coalition cofounder Jay W. Walker said the group was hoping to draw up 
to 70,000 marchers. 

Under sunny skies with muggy conditions that felt like 90 degrees 
Fahrenheit (32 degrees Celsius), a racially mixed crowd of men and 
women chanted "No Justice, No Peace," and other slogans, some critical 
of the New York Police Department. 

After linking last year's message to the Black Lives Matter movement, 
Walker said this year's theme is returning to the coalition's standard: 
"None of us are free until all of us are free." 

Although the group had urged marchers to wear masks, few did. Last 
year's march produced no discemable spike in new coronavirus cases, he 
said. 

Both events commemorate the June 28, 1969, uprising at the Stonewall 
Jnn, a gay bar in Manhattan's Greenwich Village, when patrons fought 
back during a police raid. The defiant stand gave birth to the modem 
LGBTQ rights movement. 

The two groups have differed over their policies on police 
participation in their events, which the Reclaim Pride Coalition 
opposes. But Heritage of Pride last month also decided to bar uniformed 
police officers from its future parades. Doster said many of its Black, 
brown and trans members feel threatened by their presence. (Reporting 
by Peter Szekely in New York Editing by Grant McCool and Matthew Lewis) 

AP West Virginia 
Saturday, June 26, 2021 

HIV SOS: Action Sought For Spike In Cases In West Virginia 

By JOHN RABY 
Associated Press 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) --Dozens of volunteers formed the letters "HJV 
SOS" at a health event Saturday as activists seek a public health 
emergency declaration in a city with one of the nation's highest spikes 
of such cases. 

Kanawha County, which includes Charleston and has 178,000 residents, 
had two intravenous drug-related HTV cases in 2018. The number grew to 
15 in 20 19 and 39 last year, according to state data. There have been 
14 such cases so far in 202 1. 

After volunteers wearing red T-shirts fonned the plea for help along 
the Kanawha River near downtown Charleston, Joe Solomon, co-founder of 



Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch, Inc.

the nonprofit group Solutions Oriented Addiction Response, called on 
the City Council and Mayor Amy Shuler Goodwin to act on the HIV crisis 
and overdoses from prescription pain pills. 

"In Charleston and Kanawha County, there's a family butchered by the 
overdose crisis every other day," Solomon said. "All we're asking is 
for (them) to take one day to declare a public health emergency. We 
need to treat this like the emergency that it is." 

Earlier this year, Dr. Demetre Daskalakis, the CDC's chief of HTV 
prevention at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, called 
Kanawha County's outbreak "the most concerning in the United States." 
He warned it could take years to address the surge and that the case 
count possibly "represents the tip of the iceberg." 

Earlier this week the CDC presented preliminary findings of an 
investigatio n that showed emergency departments and inpatient medical 
personnel in Kanawha County rarely conducted HIV testing on intravenous 
drug users. 

Republican Gov. Jim Justice in April signed a bill to introduce more 
stringent requirements to needle exchange programs like those offered 
by Solomon's group. The move came over the objections of critics who 
said it would restrict access to clean needles amid the spike in HI V 
cases. 

The bill requires licenses for syringe collection and distribution 
programs. Operators would have to offer an array of health outreach 
services, including overdose prevention education and substance abuse 
treatment program referrals. Participants also must show an 
identification card to get a syringe. Advocates view the regulations as 
onerous. 

The American Civil Liberties Union on Friday filed a lawsuit 
challenging the new law. 

AP West Virginia 
Friday, June 25,2021 

ACLU In West Virginia Sues Over Needle Exchange Law 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) --The American Civil Liberties Union of West 
Virginia on Friday filed a lawsuit opposing a law that would instate 
stringent requirements on needle exchange programs in the state. 

Republican Gov. Jim Justice signed the bill in April over the 
objections of critics who said it will restrict access to clean needles 
amid a spike in HlV cases. 

The bill requires licenses for syringe collection and distribution 
programs. Operators would have to offer an array of health outreach 
services, including overdose prevention education and substance abuse 
treatment program referrals. Participants also must show an 
identification card to get a syringe. Advocates see the regulations as 
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onerous. 

Supporters said the legislation would help those addicted to opioids 
get connected to health care services fighting substance abuse. Some 
Republicans lawmakers had said the changes were necessary because some 
needle exchange programs were "operating so irresponsibly" that they 
were causing syringe litter. 

The ACLU-WV went to court to prevent it from taking effect on July 9. 

The group called it "one of the most restrictive state laws governing 
syringe exchange services in the nation" and that it would likely lead 
to more HIV cases and the spread of other bloodbome illnesses. 

The restrictions "will cost lives and deprive West Virginians of 
numerous constitutional rights, including due process and equal 
protection among others," ACLU-WV legal director Loree Stark said in a 
statement. "The bill should be declared unconstitutional and stopped." 

The governor's office did not return an email seeking comment. 

The law would take effect amid one of the nation's highest spikes in 
HIV cases related to intravenous drug use. The surge, clustered 
primarily around the capital of Charleston and the city of Huntington, 
is being attributed at least in part to the cancellation in 2018 of a 
needle exchange program. 

It led to an investigation by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention that this week found emergency departments and inpatient 
medical personnel rarely conducted HIV testing on intravenous drug 
users in Kanawha County. 

Previously, city leaders and first responders complained that the 
program in Kanawha County led to an increase in needles being left in 
public places and abandoned buildings, and it was shut down. 

The CDC describes sy1inge programs as "safe, effective, and 
cost-saving." 

New York Times 
Sunday, June 27, 2021, page A25 

Johnson & Johnson to Pay $230 Million as Part of Exit From Opioid Industry 

The settlement agreement came just days before opening arguments in a 
sweeping trial of several defendants, including the company. 

By Sarah Maslin Nir 

Johnson & Johnson will pay New York State more than $230 million in a 
settlement that also ensures the company will permanently stay out of 
the opioid business in the United States, the state attorney general's 
office announced on Saturday. 
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The settlement comes at a time when the opioid industry is facing over 
3,000 lawsuits across the nation for its contribution to an epidemic of 
prescription and street opioid abuse that has killed more than 800,000 
Americans in the last 20 years, according to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

And it came just days before opening arguments in a sweeping New York 
trial in which the company was to be among the defendants. That trial 
will be the first of its kind to go before a jury, and the first to 
target the entire opioid supply chain, from the drugmakers who 
manufactured the pills to the distributors that supplied them to a 
pharmacy chain that fi lled prescriptions for them. 

"The opioid epidemic has wreaked havoc on countless communities across 
New York State and the rest of the nation, leaving millions still 
addicted to dangerous and deadly opioids," Attorney General Letitia 
James said in a statement. "Johnson & Johnson helped fue l this fire, 
but today they're committing to leaving the opioid business-- not only 
in New York, but across the entire country." 

In a statement, Johnson & Johnson said that the settlement was not an 
admission of liability or wrongdoing and that "the company's actions 
relating to the marketing and promotion of important prescription pain 
medications were appropriate and responsible." 

It has not sold opio ids in the United States since last year, when it 
ceased production of its last opioid product; and it stopped supplying 
opioid ingredients to other manufacturers in 2016. 

Johnson & Johnson is the parent company of Janssen Phannaceutical 
Companies, one of the defendants in the New York trial that will be 
removed from the case because of the settlement. The company will also 
pay an additional $33 million as reimbursement for New York's attorney 
fees and costs. The payments for the total will be made over nine 
years. 

The money is not intended to compensate people harmed by the opioid 
crisis, but rather for what is known as abatement, mitigating harm and 
preventing future crises with things like education and addiction 
treatment programs. 

The fu nds will be distributed to the counties subject to an a llocation 
agreement with the state that is currently being frnalized, according 
to Jayne Conroy, lawyer with Simmons Hanly Conroy, who is representing 
Suffolk County in the case. 

The sprawling opioid case about to begin in ew York was filed by the 
attorney general and by assau and Suffolk Counties on Long Island, and 
is being argued jointly. l t includes claims that the companies, like 
Janssen, misled the public by initially denying the dmgs were highly 
addictive, and aggressively marketed them as such, ignoring warn ings of 
abuse as they chased profits. 

The drugs that Janssen developed included a fentanyl patch and a tablet 
that was crush-resistant, marketed under names like Duragesic and 
Nucynta, which, according to Johnson & Johnson, accounted for less than 
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one percent of total opioid prescriptions in the United States. Jt 
stopped marketing its opioids in 2016 in the United States and later 
discontinued the fentanyl patch. In 2020, it ceased production of the 
pill in the United States as well. 

For years, Johnson & Johnson had supplied 60 percent of the ingredients 
that make opioids to companies that used them to make drugs like 
Oxycodone, contracting with poppy growers in Tasmania. In 2016, they 
sold the business that supplied the materials. 

Johnson & Johnson has struggled under waves of bad publicity. It 
suffered a defeat in an opioid trial in 2019 when an Oklahoma judge 
ordered it to pay the state $465 million for its role in the public 
nuisance created by opioid addiction. It has been ordered to pay 
millions in courts that have found products like its talcum powder and 
hip implants to be harmful. Most recently, its coronavirus vaccine has 
been plagued by a troubled rollout. 

The one-shot vaccine was initially seen as a vital tool in combating 
Covid-19, the disease caused by the coronavirus. But a host of concerns 
with production and the drug itself has seen the company's product 
account for just about 12 million of the more than 320 million doses 
administered in the United States so far, according to C. D.C. data. 

Jn April, federal health officials paused use of the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine after cases of a rare blood-clotting disorder emerged as a side 
effect. In June, a mix-up in a Baltimore factory resulted in the 
government ordering the disposal of 60 million potentially contaminated 
vaccine doses. 

The exit of Johnson & Johnson from the New York case means that two of 
the country's biggest drugmakers will now be absent from the trial when 
opening arguments begin on Tuesday. Purdue Pharrna, the maker of 
OxyContin, owned by members of the billionaire Sackler family and the 
company most publicly linked to the opioid epidemic, is also no longer 
standing tTial. 

Though initially named in the case, as were some individual Sacklers, 
Purdue tiled for bankruptcy nearly two years ago as it faced thousands 
of opioid-related lawsuits. The bankruptcy process has paused cases 
against the drugmaker and the Sacklers. 

In addition, in the weeks before opening arguments were to be made 
before a six-person jury and a New York Supreme Court justice, Jerry 
Garguilo, three of the four pharmacy chains-- Walmart tnc., Rite Aid 
Corp. and CVS -- were severed from the case; one of them, CVS, 
confirmed it had reached a settlement agreement with the counties, the 
terms of which are not yet fmal and public. Watmart and Rite Aid did 
not respond to emails requesting comment. 

Walgrcens remains one of the defendants that will face a jury next 
week. 

Ms. Conroy, who is representing Suffolk County, cautioned that 
Saturday's announcement did not mark the end of the case. "While this 
settlement is good news, there still remains a crucially important 
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trial starting next week," she said in a statement. 

"We remain focused on ensuring the other defendants who played a major 
role in creating the opioid crisis are held accountable for their 
actions," she said. 

Jan Hoffman contributed reporting. 

CNN.com 
Saturday, June 26, 2021 

Johnson & Johnson settles New York opioid suit in $230 million deal 

By Danielle Wiener-Bronner, CNN Business 

New York (CNN Business)Johnson & Johnson has agreed to a $230 million 
settlement with New York state, resolving complaints from the state's 
attorney general over the pharmaceutical company's role in the opioid 
epidemic. 

"Johnson & Johnson helped fuel tbis ftre," New York Attorney General 
Letitia James said in a statement Saturday. "Wbile no amount of money 
will ever compensate for the thousands who lost their lives or became 
addicted to opioids across our state ... these funds will be used to 
prevent any future devastation." 

The settlement money will go toward opioid education, prevention and 
treatment, James added. Johnson & Johnson is set to pay out the funds 
over the course of nine years. The company may also be responsible for 
another $30 million ifNew York passes a law that creates an opioid 
settlement fund. 

In a statement, Johnson & Johnson (JNJ) said that "the settlement is 
not an admission of liability or wrongdoing," adding that it "remains 
committed to providing certainty for involved parties and critical 
assistance for communities in need." 

The settlement also prevents Johnson & Johnson from manufacturing or 
selling opioids in the state, or promoting opioids or opioid-related 
products. The company had already decided to discontinue the production 
and sale of pain medication in the United States last year, a 
spokesperson said. 

About 247,000 people died from overdoses involving prescription opioids 
in the United States from 1999 to 2019, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. The crisis has had a financial toll, as 
well --a notice of claim filed last summer in bankruptcy court by 
nearly every US state and many territories said that opioid 
manufacturers have cost the American economy $2.15 trillion. 

A New York lawsuit against the makers and distributors of opioids is 
going to trial next week. Johnson & Johnson was set to be a defendant 
but will no longer be a part of the trial due to the settlement 
agreement. 
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News of the settlement comes as lawsuits against major phannaceutical 
companies over their role in the opioid epidemic play out in court. fn 
May, a landmark trial involving three major prescription opioid 
distributors began in federal court in West Virginia. California's 
trial against opioid manufacturers began in April. 

-- CNN's Lauren del Valle contributed to this report. 

Reuters 
Saturday, June 26, 2021 

UPDATE 1-J&J to pay $263 mln in New York opioid settlements, avoids trial 

By Jonathan Stempel 

(Adds details of settlements, upcoming trial, New York attorney general 
comment, background) 

NEW YORK, June 26 (Reuters) -Johnson & Johnson said on Saturday it 
will pay $263 million to resolve claims it fueled an opioid epidemic in 
New York state and two of its largest counties. 

The settlements remove the drugmaker from a jury trial scheduled to 
begin on Tuesday on Long Island, where several big opioid makers and 
distributors are also defendants. 

Johnson & Johnson did not admit liability or wrongdoing in settling 
with New York state, and with Nassau and Suffolk counties. The $229.9 
million state settlement also calls for J&J to stop selling the 
painkillers nationwide. 

"The opioid epidemic has wreaked havoc" across the nation, New York 
Attorney General Letitia James said in a statement. "Johnson & Johnson 
helped fue l this fi re." 

She said her focus remains "getting funds into communities devastated 
by opioids as quickly as possible." 

J&J said the settlements were consistent with its prior agreement to 
pay $5 billion to settle opioid claims by states, cities, counties and 
tribal governments nationwide. 

The healthcare company and the largest U.S. drug distributors -
AmerisourceBergen Corp, Cardinal Health lnc and McKesson Corp - have 
proposed paying a combined S26 billion to end thousands of opioid 
lawsuits. 

J&J has also been appealing an Oklahomajudge's 2019 mling that the 
New Brunswick, New Jersey-based company pay that state $465 million for 
its deceptive marketing of opioids. 

Tuesday's opioids trial is one of several scheduled for this year, with 
others underway in California and West Virginia. 
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Drugmakers AbbVie Inc and Teva Pharmaceutical Industries Ltd and 
several distributors are among the defendants. Pharmacy chain Walgrecns 
Boots Alliance Inc is also a defendant, though it was sued only by the 
counties. 

Walmart Inc, Rite Aid Corp and CVS Health Corp were severed from the 
trial during jury selection. CVS has settled with Nassau and Suffolk 
counties. Seulcmcnt terms have not been disclosed. 

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has said nearly 
500,000 people died from opioid overdoses from 1999 to 2019. (Reporting 
by Jonathan Stempel in New York; Additional reporting by Nate Raymond 
in Boston; Editing by Bill Berkrot) 

Los Angeles Times 
Monday, June 28,2021, page A2 

For Native Americans, clean water is rare 

Crumbling pipes and faulty sanitation systems leave many on reservations 
struggling for access 

By Celina Tebor 

When the clean water system failed last week at the Warm Springs 
Reservation in Oregon, thousands of residents relied on members of 
nearby communities to come to their aid with bottled water. 

It was not the first time clean water had been difficult to find at 
Warm Springs, two hours southeast of Portland, or at many other Native 
American reservations across the United States. 

The nonprofit U.S. Water Alliance says 58 out of every I ,000 Native 
American households lack access to indoor plumbing. 

Many Native American communities don't have access to clean water 
because of faulty, outdated or nonexistent pipes or sanitation systems 
that result in residents being forced to use bottled water or to boil 
water to kill viruses, bacteria and parasites. 

Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) in February introduced a bill aimed at funding 
facilities for drinking water and sanitation in tribal communities. The 
bill calls for the Environmental Protection Agency to connect, expand 
or repair public water systems on reservations, at a cost of about $150 
million by 2026. 

"'Boil water' notices and crumbling pipes are not acceptable," Wydcn 
said during Interior Secretary Deb Haaland's nomination hearing. 
"Congress must do more to bring urgently needed resources to build 
sustainable tribal water infrastructure that has been neglected for far 
too long." 

About 130,150 out of 409,535 homes of Native Americans surveyed by the 
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government organization Indian Health Service needed sanitation 
facility improvements involving water, sewer or solid waste systems at 
the end of fiscal year 2018. The cost to improve those systems is 
estimated at $2.67 billion, according to the IHS. 

ln the 1960s, the federal government funded sanitation programs for 
tribes after the general American public began to become aware of poor 
living conditions on reservations. 

The Sanitation Facilities Construction Act, passed in 1959, led to a 
sharp decrease in gastrointestinal and infectious respiratory disease 
in both Native American infants and white infants who lived ncar 
reservations, according to a Journal of Public Economics study. 

According to the U.S. Water Alliance, Native American households are 19 
times more likely than white households to lack indoor plumbing. Black 
and Latino households are twice as likely as white households to lack 
indoor plumbing. 

Federal funding for reservations is not meeting needs, said Randall 
Akee, a UCLA professor of public policy and American Indian studies and 
chair of the university's America Indian Studies interdepartmental 
Program. 

"It's just woefully underfunded at the federal level, and tribes for a 
long, long time have not had the resources to fully develop these 
resources themselves," Akee said. "And frankly, it's a responsibility 
of the federal government-- a trust responsibility of treaties and 
hundreds of years of commitments. There has been a failure to fully 
live up to those commitments." 

A problem for tribes across the U.S. 

The Hopi tribe in Arizona has up to three times the amount of arsenic 
in its water that the EPA says is safe to drink. Many Native households 
in rural Alaska use a 5-gallon bucket as a toilet because they don't 
have runni ng water. And the Navajo Nation, the biggest reservation in 
the U.S., faces a diabetes crisis because soda is more accessible and 
cheaper than clean drinking water. 

Bidtah Becker is a member of the Navajo Nation, which spans 
northeastern Arizona, southeastern Utah and northwestern New Mexico. 
She helped lead a report on access to clean water for tribes in the 
Colorado River Basin and has studied its effects on her own community 
and other tribes. She estimates that 30% to 40% of homes on the Navajo 

ation lack piped water. 

The federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Alaska 
Native Tribal Health Consortium have found links between low water 
service and respiratory infections. Studies from the CDC, the 
consortium and the IHS have also found links between a lack of access 
to clean water and skin and gastric infections. 

"The other thing that people often don't thi nk of with access to clean 
water is that it affects the economics of your community," Becker said. 
"If you don't have pipes to go to homes, you don't have pipes to go to 
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laundromats or gas stations or stores. Clean water is integral to 
creating a healthy economy." 

The cost of new infrastructure 

Almost one-quarter of Native Americans lived below the poverty level in 
2019, and fixing or building water infrastructure isn't cheap, nor is 
it easy or quick. 

The THS determined that there were 130,153 homes needing sanitation 
improvements in Native American communities at the end of fiscal year 
20 18 and identified I ,837 communitywide projects to assist those homes. 
The agency aims to bring sanitation systems to a level that complies 
with laws for water supplies and pollution control while requiring only 
routine maintenance. 

About 28% of these projects are considered "infeasible" by the 
government, because they're too expensive. The IHS estimates the cost 
of all feasible projects across the country at $985 million. 

According to the LHS report, the cost to bring sanitation to this level 
in Alaska was higher than the cost in every other community combined, 
at nearly $ 1.4 billion (for feasible and infeasible projects). Alaska 
is home to two-th irds of the nation's federally recognized tribes, with 
229. Almost 16% of the state's population is American Indian or Alaska 
Native. 

Jackie Qatalina Schaeffer is the community development manager for the 
tribal health Consortium's Division of Environmental Health and 
Engineering. Her role at the nonprofit is to work with rural Alaskan 
tribes, helping them access water and sanitation services. 

Communities that don't have those services typically have access to a 
central watering point consisting of a hose co1mected to a bui I ding 
that provides showers, utility sinks andsometimes commercial washers 
and dryers, Qatalina Schaeffer said. 

Residents can collect clean drinking water at the watering point, she 
said. They then haul the water by ATV, snowmobile or hand to their 
homes. They use either an outhouse or a "honey bucket," a 5-gallon 
bucket with a lid, as a toilet. 

The average rural Alaskan living without piped water uses 3 gallons of 
water a day for bathing, drinking and cooking, compared with 156 for 
the average American. 

Alaska's rural villages present particular challenges when it comes to 
providing water and sanitation systems. 

"In Alaska, rural is not just 'away from a city,' " Qatalina Schaeffer 
said. "Rural is disconnected by any road systems. The only access to 
these communities is via small aircraft." 

The average rural Alaskan village has a population of 400 to 500. It 
costs $40 million to $60 million to implement a communitywide water and 
sanitation system. While the infrastructure is often funded by the 
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government, the burden of operation and maintenance falls on the 
community -- a burden most cannot afford. 

Community support when pipes fail 

Dan Martinez, emergency manager at Warm Springs, said the reservation's 
entire water system needs to be overhauled, at a cost of about $40 
million. And while the federal and state governments provide emergency 
funds to the reservation, those often cover only the cost of quick 
fixes to a water system that he said needs to be rebuilt from the 
ground up. 

While the reservation works toward a long-tem1 solution for its water 
issues, Warm Springs relies on neighbors to help when the pipes fail. 

"We rely on donated water from outside sources, which has been 
something that's happening on a daily basis," Martinez said. "We rely 
not so much on the government but on our neighbors and religious groups 
and donations from outside sources to give out drinking water." 

Gilbert Brown, who grew up on the north end of the reservation and now 
lives in Portland, helps haul water donations from a Portland coffee 
shop to Warm Springs. 

"Last year, the pipes kept breaking, and (the reservation] kept going 
on boil notices," he said. "People had to come bring water, and r was 
asked to help. And here we are again." 
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Correction 

An article on June 20 about the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention misidenti tied the act of Congress that funded electronic 
medical-record systems. It was the American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act of2009, not the Affordable Care Act of201 0. 




