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Welcome message by the 
Deputy Minister of Arts and Culture

It is that time again wherein Oral History practitioners are gathered to reflect on the 

past twelve months since our last conference and charter the way forward to the 

next. Again this year as last year wherein we celebrated the centenary of

OR Tambo, we are celebrating the centenaries of two of our struggle for liberation 

and democracy stalwarts former President Nelson Mandela and Albertina Sisulu.

We gather under the theme Freedom and Egalitarianism: Nelson Mandela, the symbol 

of democracy.

The Ministry and the Department of Arts and Culture are looking forward to over the 

next three days to drink from the fountains of both the practitioners and learners 

gathered here as they narrate and unearth the buried histories of these stalwarts 

and other valuable information according to the sub-themes. We are hopeful as 

the Ministry and Department that the presentations that have been chosen to be 

presented over the conference duration will contribute immensely and enrich our 

National Archival records on our struggle for democracy and other chosen topics.

We also acknowledge the partnerships with other sister Departments including the 

Hosting Province that confirm the strength of intergovernmental relations in serving 

our people. On behalf of the Ministry and Department I wish the OHASA Executive 

Committee and delegates a fruitful conference.

Makhotso Maggie Sotyu
Deputy Minister of Arts and Culture
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Welcome message by the 
Deputy Minister of COGTA

It gives me great pleasure to convey here, today, the gratitude of the Ministry for 

Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs (CoGTA) for being invited to join the 

15th Annual National Oral History Conference.

As we are all aware that September is marked as a heritage and tourism month 

within our calendar, the Department of Traditional Affairs (DTA) has celebrated 

our heritage and tourism month in partnership with the Department of Sports and 

Recreation South Africa (SRSA) through hosting the 13th National Indigenous Games 

(IG) in Limpopo Province.

We jointly established the African Village as part of educating our youth on the 

preservation and promotion of our cultures in diversity. During the celebrations, 

our youth were taught by elders the ubuntu values and rich culture of our society 

through storytelling.

We concluded the heritage celebrations with the co-hosting of the South African 

Traditional Music Awards (SATMA) in the Province of Bokone Bophirima in Mahikeng 

where traditional leaders and their communities were present.

African values and the principles of Ubuntu are a central part of our rich culture of 

promoting and preserving indigenous languages, through strategies and methods to 

educate our communities.

Let me take this opportunity to remind you that Oral History is defined as ‘a maddeningly imprecise term: it is used to refer to 

formal, rehearsed accounts of the past presented by culturally sanctioned tradition-bearers; to informal conversations about “the 

old days” among family members, neighbors, or coworkers; to printed compilations of stories told about past times and present 

experiences; and to recorded interviews with individuals deemed to have an important story to tell’.

It is absolutely true that most people throughout history have learned about the past through the spoken word. Moreover, for 

generations, history-conscious individuals have preserved others’ firsthand accounts of the past for the record, often precisely at 

the moment when the historical actors themselves, and with them their memories, were about to pass from the scene.

Programme Director, allow me to mention that as part of preserving our histories, languages, cultures, is critical to also think of 

transcribing. I believe that transcribing is represented in print that which has been spoken, has long been established as one of 

oral history’s best practices. Transcribing is related to oral history’s origins and development as an archival practice with the goal 

creating documents for future use by scholars and other researchers. A transcript emphasizes the contents of an interview, the 

new knowledge communicated by the narrator’s words.

Furthermore, insofar as transcription does resemble a traditional document, a transcript might also be understood as conferring a 

certain legitimacy on what has sometimes been construed as an ephemeral source. It also provides a fixed form for quotation and 

citation by multiple users. Finally, archival-quality paper remains the most stable medium for long-term preservation therefore it is 

vital for this conference to explore various methods to preserve or heritage.

Deputy Minister Sotyu:

I conclude by saying, COGTA fully supports the 15th Annual National Oral History Conference, since it promotes the richness of the 

African history and culture, which is at the heart of the existence of the institution of traditional leadership, and one of the critical 

pillars of the mandate of the Department of Traditional Affairs.

I thank you!

Obed Bapela
Deputy Minister of COGTA
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Welcome message by the 
Deputy Minister of Basic Education

It is an exciting time when as a country we are taking an in-depth look at our own 

history and its importance to us as a people, a nation and as Africans in general.

For too long, most of our own history has been cast aside and we were made to 

believe that African history began when colonists arrived on the continent.

We are making concerted and deliberate strides to rewrite this history and in so 

doing re-invigorate our pride as Africans through social cohesion and by knowing 

where we come from.

This Oral History Conference compliments our own efforts in the basic eduction 

sector towards making History a compulsory subject for learners in schools. We have 

recently received the Ministerial Task Team report into making history compulsory 

for all learners, the report’s recommendations speak to the importance of history as a 

subject to promote nation building, social cohesion and national reconciliation.

I support this very important conference as this is another important step forward 

in defining ourselves as a nation through our knowledge and understanding of our 

history.

Thank you.

Enver Surty
Deputy Minister of Basic Education
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Welcome message by the Western Cape 
Minister of Cultural Affairs and Sport

Much of the history of our communities is preserved only in the minds of their 

storytellers. To truly understand our past from a unique perspective, it is important 

to drive a formal programme to capture the valuable stories beneath our social 

tapestry. Through Oral History projects, personal histories and community 

experiences become shared heritage while promoting social inclusivity and 

community development through sharing and understanding. With this mutual goal 

in mind, it is a great pleasure to welcome you to the 15th Oral History Conference in 

our picturesque Mother City in the Western Cape province. 

I trust this conference will afford the opportunity to share experiences, models and 

ideas to further explore the benefits and challenges of sharing personal stories and 

documenting Oral Histories.  I also encourage all to enjoy your stay and that you will 

take some time to experience our cultural blend, our breath-taking scenery and truly 

submerse yourself into this unique diversity we call home.

Anroux Marais
Minister of Cultural Affairs and Sport
Western Cape Government
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Welcome message by the President 
of OHASA

This year, OHASA, in partnership with the National Archives and the Western Cape’s 

Provincial Archives, is organizing its 15th annual Oral History Conference.

This year’s conference is extra special, because it will be held during the centenary 

year of our two most revered icons: former president Rolihlahla Nelson Mandela and 

Mrs Nontsikelelo Albertina Sisulu. This is a great honour, indeed! In celebrating the 

sacrifices, dedication and commitment the two leaders have made to realize a free, 

non-sexist and non-racial democratic South Africa, I would like to commend the 

OHASA Exco and the Western Cape’s LOC for an aptly themed conference.

To all the presenters, both novices and established, and everyone who will be 

participating in the conference in various forms, I would like to wish you a memorable 

and successful conference.

Dr Tshepo Moloi
President of OHASA
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Programme directors

Day 1:	 Ms Nomaza Dingayo, Chief Director: National Archives and Libraries

Day 2:	 Dr Tshepo Moloi, President of OHASA

Day 3:	 Mr Nkitseng Mahalefa, Deputy President of OHASA

Sub-themes

•	 Archiving oral history

•	 Sport legends: their stories

•	 Culture and healthy lifestyles 

•	 The role of oral history in libraries, museums, heritage sites and tourism

•	 Sexuality narratives: gender, discrimination, illness, healthy lifestyle choices

•	 Histories of healthy lifestyles and other stories of the Khoi and San communities

•	 Oral history of community sport, school sport and recreational activities

•	 Oral history in the classroom

•	 Histories of community-based health institutions; the role of IKS

•	 Teaching oral history or history: new perspectives

•	 Undocumented histories of the liberation struggle

•	 Forced removals and dispossession: contested memories

•	 Women: history makers or auxiliary contributors?

•	 Students and youth: silent narratives

•	 Unity: truth and reconciliation
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